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Editorial

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies (RGICS) works on five themes:

1.Constitutional Values and Democratic Institutions
2.Growth with Employment

3.Governance and Development

4.Environment, Natural Resources and Sustainability
5.India’s Place in the World

We bring out the monthly Policy Watch on each of these themes sequentially and
every sixth issue is a Special Issue, where we carry articles from each theme. This
is a special issue in which we carry one article on each theme.

The first article is in Hindi, by Shri Suresh Khairnar and it is a biograpihcal tribute to
Sane Guruji — the great social reformer of Maharshartra whose 125th birth
anniversary was on 23rd Dec 2023. We include it under the theme Constitutional
Values and Democratic Institutions as people like Sane Guruji did a lot to truly
establish the founding values of our Constitution.

The next article under the theme Governance and Development carries the
summary of a White Paper on State Finances issued by the newly elected
Telangana government. It shows how the state (and indeed all major states) is in a
precarious fiscal situation and their deficit financing just cannot be sustained. We
have to examine the fiscal costs of all kinds of promises that are made before
elections by all Parties.

The third article is also in Hindi on the theme of Growth with Employment. Written by
the undersigned, and two former colleagues of the RGICS, it shows the dire need to
change our growth model so that jobs are also created. The paper emphaises the
need to invest in regenerating the natural resources — land/soil, water, forests — so
as to restore the productivity of agriculture and thereby generate more jobs in rural
areas and also enhance farmers’ and agricultural workers’ incomes.

The fourth article is on the theme Environment, Natural Resources and
Sustainability and it describes a workshop held in Uttarakhand in which Mr Jeet
Singh, Fellow, RGICS participated. It deals with the issue of how to promote
enteprises which while generating jobs and incomes for the local hill people, also
ensure environmental conservation.

The firth article on the theme India’s Place in the World, is a review of the changes
in India’s foreign policy since 2014. It has been written by RGCS Fellow, Sneha
Mahapatra under the guidance of Dr Somanth Ghosh, Senior Visiting Fellow.

We hope the readers find the above articles enjoyable and informative. We would
appreciate any feedback.

Vijay Mahajan
Director, Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies



Constitutional Values and Democratic Institutions

1) 24 feHa= 2023 &t AFSIT Sl 125 i STt & Igeter |

S PRI WHER, Ud 37eel AY ¥l e, ATYR

a1 MR & AY [T S o YT GHTSTANG), STRURAT, AFN[FS! U R Atdifges QreHr uRaR & aft arefiat &
¥ o Fee!

JArEe] QrdTed) & FHTW B9 & 3R s el rarea! [ g o ifan awrg #, 24 figer 1899 & & sl srared) &
IE §F & Yeh TWIg Ul HERTE & hichUl & &, UTNTS 10 & diF ¥ IR goIR SiH9edT aet B1¢ § g 3§
ARSI ST ST 3T AT1 1T A A% o Gep & uget, 3R & R Ueh &t A1l 3R SRhIY fa Uget, sveur, U4,
<A1 SR 0ifd & Heer & aret W AL S STAfeH S R Tk 4 uget IR HERIE & Id IR & 916 (AThell)h

T 8 S ST aTe ATgged FTReSi sl ST g3l

IE & it & o g onfefer AT @m-t= & Bae @ Siep off Afch v arior &5 & e fopgreht fAfa famret,
g IS gl SIHdT Yeh aig o S[3T 81 gidT ¢ | It avg & fver 6t egawn ot 481 @ & wrur, 38 mufdes e &
BTG AT I= {181 o feIg ot sigd el & 31y TA.Q deh foh {187 o forg sigd STeioTge el US| 39 ehRor TR,
UG qUT TGS TR T AT S §U, Ga o Sta & AgHdl d, TR dU7 ga-Fdel GHIS o forg wrifaen
&Y Y A1dT S[ET R St ol Tl Agcdqul T8 Ia1 deich o ol S e | T

gTcTifch ARSI = U UGS G ohi o d1G HERTE oh WI-esl oh AR AT chl SHTg H UdTd gRIhel H 187k chl
IRt & fTT WS LT TSYeh’M TITIET GRT 9T ST 38 TRl H 1T |




17 S 1924 & &7 fAerh & & 7 Sied foran Afe Rk (et & wm & sreman, dagasfia @@ & eror
@rereh fhaHT iR et AsiqR aif & il dhl gHwarait sl der snfder - ImHTfoies UR e & folg IgA Ik
e @ fhy 3R Tu S|

HqEd: YferdT-STerlid, AR & UdT Hiel ch Hoigel chl AT 3R @2l & fhdHl el HiTa-T @ fear 3R I8ch
TAGd TR, I THA IAh! 39 25 ATeT i oY 3R 2R & Td7ar il dSTs St ot

B Tt {81k Y Aierst e & a8 21 38et 1930 & G ARTEsit F JUaTY St Atk & Te gt RIS glehe 32T hl
AT Sl ASTS | MiA g1 a1 Fofa foram ek srom Sftemt a1 uger wwoT thergy # &, 99 oy 7 ® 9« oG
I AT Tl TTHIOT &5 H IR 3ifAde 1936 o feder # du g1 Yeh g @ Aol o St ol I8 HiS 3
Tt 19 GTeT deh 31Uk YT hl ST &

17 5§ 1930 o & AHTBSI o, ST AR F 3HSR chl HUT H HIWUT &df U A GIg oh SURTY H Ugg AfgAl hl
ol GATE 3R efferar & Ser § s o feam| Afha ggferar & et & Sistart st Wedh™ & YR WR, I8 &8 AelHl &
ftaR &) <feor R & 3T 99T & AT Uid & Paget S & R U 3R T ST 7 IBIA SITARWRAT hl eheu=T
hI Fifch a8 SieT ob HIFT YR g ATI I §oIR hiedl H T 9RA & Gt Ter & it dhr AT SR dxepld o
Ui TSl eht T o1 3R agl 1+ dffieT {1 Hike et Uy o, SR affe WivT & 9d Gaecar & URlig 3y
el T S1aTg fomar|

Rl ohl dffeT |TNT ISR g St | fa=tam & wfidr ve=dl onl, IResit A ey &4 & RN 31T ag fohdTe <l
A | TS’ & AR ¥ Iued § | I Sied | hrth! 1S g h hRUT TS chicdl ol AT Sid | of ST 13T e
st off &, ofk 2 oIt A I IR TR Ifa ok Ul fohda 'samy &t A a1 o= 36 4 | g fRaml ag
ITehT Qe R & ST 81 § 3R S fohd el ol Usen AERIE # Ueh Uit T&AIRA g3 8|

3R 31T oY hTtht AT ot ARA TR AT T et &1 QTS JRTSY ht & § SuTer A1 | foehe areft fohdara &' Lam=h
3T’ ohl JHTA BIT g, 3R gl hRuT =R o/ 7 ' g’ R A # = R fohar €, sk e Rt
fhert & ugett fihed ¢ O TEa WR @ 'Ugufd gavi iy’ GR&eR A g1

Source: Image



A< | ST 81 "GRel’ &l 31 &t TRUT 8, 3R 'Fdeciay’ # 1330 TRUT ¢ 1 39 g i HeayUl Aifgcd hid T SaTs
A & AT YAt ATH AT hred dUg ot forar 81 39 & SreTran TRsit A IR ATedh Baded! & Sl sitaq | ford 8
3R P SHUSH, Tha 9T & AIfgddRT & Aifged o1 Y srgare fokam g1 23 A< 1931 & & It at Aemaecdt
& i & Rer A fear mar ofik I e agR St & wiia g, oI ofk g@ed &t Id & Hidd! dhl 9o &f 181 at
TS A SR # I Gll oh &I THT i §Y SIS TRAR o 8 Fehed hl T <l 8

g 15 AR fA1aT |rd & A1 WIereh R H TBiichl Sfiad # Ugell IR A1 - 91 AR o o1 SR e
AT 3R I RO fAarSht & Aoidien A a1 +ff iR fadtaT & aafthaa @t d@d gy I8l Ien e f ferar ik
1932 # R yeflar o SeT | F1Y-H1 g o1 HichT e

g Uga! YolIaT St H gt Ig1+ IdeAT iR o e iR wWesft g@ret, 39 a1 fohare o1 sigare fohar| fasymiRg
TS T SIATE ehch, AIST AT AT & foIg TTsit 3 siga 21 AlTer fawan| aru e o afdar, ey, e,
U & STET, 3T Aifged & IgAIE B § GIN[Tsi S SRIER ARIST AT ATfeiehR GOvT T8l S| Herfeiieh?
51 9Tt & Sfia | difgc, Ardsi-ich hri duT I9ch Fgard | 3 gar Wil hl TXRIRA St & I7ch hirdehlel i
3Ed gQ e & foh Tt Gg &1 Uk Wl U

3T & gRUMA @Ry 4 S 1941 i Y aT & chl RTUAT g5 | TR FiUEchdT o IR @ foham Tam 3R, g4, g4.
& 1Y HehTadl 8g Bl Y e & hl WITYAT & TS 2

HUY chl TITYAT 1885 o d1G Ugell IR it o Hfd=M il fohddfl 3g1d # SmfSd & &l 97 9Tt il &t Sirar
81 W2 & STaidg fSiet & hoTgR ATH o ¢gTd H 1936, Aderd iy hl RITYAT & 51 ITdl a1 3f9d thergr #
G Tl hatYeh UaTEl § du= gar foiadh sieger ufed Sameserd Ags 9| f99d g a1 du,' A Wadddeh! &l
A & foy Wddaes AU o1 T34 Shch 3707 SF[STE H Yo¥ TrHior &l d Uy Sfddeq dud e & fag
TSI &hl HgeId T 18|

9 TRf o Sfiae T iR Agayul usa &1 SHast 1941 7 ¢fferar St & Ay fod s=ai & dis # dg F 3R Ihr 3R
TS & AU Ugel! SHA-AHA I He | 39 IHY AYst e 3eRg 91 & & 3R TSl STy IR &R gah Ul
Hdod Uk a1 & 39 & 91 et o9 & 39 & Ay formd & a1y gferar Ssiel # ugel! Gelrehra # 9981 SI1d € ok a8
ISRt daTRE w0 ¥ Igd 8l uRYul & iR @eer & e #oigy SR fha™T & STictel o RO ool shrgfA%el ahl
Higad H @ oh SHRUT HRIAE g9TE H |

Afh T g & Frgfie urdl & goga fAfaat & IR & uger wfeq ok feer a1 Twshiar gt genr umi Afce
feceR = I FTasia AAAT W HAT A o d1G RG] I AT TGcTh Ig AIhYEE dic ol FHTSTANG & IJWR|
7Y formd & ferar ST # IAG HTY0T §U SR ST HINUT ehl AICd I &Sl A oA ch ehRUT higfaee U1 dTed Tasit
Qoh 3¢ oh I9 oh ASh oh UHTT H 3R g Al a1

3R P UTEl & AR ABTYG § oIehe SATCiE ch HRd Bis! 3iaterd oh GRM i faRiel YfAehT e ehror Frgesi!
T HRIAR Il ¥ O ag & HigH T g1 man R deRes ®U @ Ay foamd & g H 3 arel 9y | @ &1 9gd 8l
g 3R 3MTeR TSl AYST & IR H @d A1 TGl deh gl ST g "fh SR Tl 3R Agst & 1950 H <l a<g 4
HelTehTd BIdl dl AT &Sl = SATHGT g bl il "

3R IGH ¥ I Ui Aiell 91, 4 S 1941 it AY JaT &l hl TATUAT 3 bl &1, Q. GA. siefl, g4, it 7R,
WHATed s, FAEHS forHd, U Tgdes ST GHTSTAE! N & A # 318, fSid qriesiierd=1 uroreryg
Hel I &1 IR IFh! IoTg R, TH. TH. o WITGHT & Giclg Tl UATd, Fad! gs IR HivalehdT 3R Srdadr &
UIR-UAR aht Aeht o fIT Y Y JaT &l ol 71+ fohaT T €1 I8 91d g3 IR - IR &1gA hl YhATS aeig - 89 Y
T &l o AR S Ol §Q AT T8 T T B




34 el Uget 3pek 1989, WNTEQR & &t & a1e & gt a1 I Qe &t o referdred) & gag 1991 & frwr 4
kit UGIeRIRal st ford o & foram o1, "o o= a1t 999 & FA-T-hH U T doh MR JSTHITd bl he
fig fath ofk Rt GivarRiedr & g 1" g9feIy g Jd1 &t & U=y A1l QR g1 & IuIeT | S7-arel U=re 9iel hl
WRA Y TG A T dhg faig Rk ok Rk wiveiRies Terifa & 26-ME & w87 areft 21

Y JT & & AYAATG! h TARIG A dchlell IR & JEUfd &, R, ARIUH WRa Afddt & w0 d 3 et o
gqfely &7 U= U # oMmug fohar o7 foh "wgufa & IufRdfa & IF Jar1 < A et FA-T-FH &9 I [k
giveTAchdl & gare WR g AT JdT &o & AR & hicharsil st Y fears S =nfay fob 1991 @ 2001 de &t
Qeh G206k, BHR Shiichdl W@ &Y ¥ iUIR—AchdT & Talel TR hH it |" g AR ORI S &Il oh TR el Ugel
T & IR A& AT & AT Tcleh STt ehl YT B4 o Ugel I gl

ISl Jiid dagasfia iR widgad & AifeciRi d ¥ Teh 3@ 81 I8+ [th AR o foig & a1fga gl ferar
8, SHTA-STeT oh MYUT YT fAuHdT TUT 37, AR JUT OR iUgIieh-Siiaddl & R&eh 30+t gifgfden =T
YT, JUATH, hiddl aUT I ey g1 IaTeR0m & forg Ient foran gon A qard g g f97 & gt o1 g =3 &t
goo1 QT §, "= 4+ dgl ¢ ST g et UF ftd o1 =i Q! (TR af Gehdl! o SHTTer UF 3ruid ) ST 31efguf
Ma T IR & "IGrEaeH & SRIERT HRaT g"|

[ Orange Music
o 0/
/.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpQuFycSCvk

g g ' Y AT AT AT IURATH, HTHARATH @, AfYeh dhellehd! A AR g1 & G Uge HERTE & foha-t
Ot el HERIRT et el ST FATTBSIT hl SITAT &1 HA-G-hH GAR Y AN el HEhRIRA e e fIg agd 8l
Hgeaqui 3g1 ¢ ford W AT & AAGR AifgcedehR 3R Huleeh = 3/ Sit 7 fthed oft 1S § 3R guH aR fonedt
RIS fohedl | @ Ipufd o ol 73R QRepR & gwrfAa fohar mar 81

GERid ! FeraT & & forg, YRATT Ui a8 fhdTe YR dht 9ot 9rursii & Srare o hl SaLaehar 8l

3R g gl d IFM HARIRA Y et T U 7g & Uge fordt 8, foad wRa oI aguml, sgaitpiden a1 &
AT 3 STO TNT & STeTaT 3 USRT hl ot oo g it RIfA et AR, SR Tap gER Fil TR dl =+ -
A o T Uoh gER U1 H SRR a8l o @M - U, BRI 9 Ao Fifecd chell 9T 9uTg off Rt =nfgy, sraen
JTSTIEY & g ofY AR <=1 F SMuyg & gt Aetoiial Aot ghm ot fasy & fafda 2=n & aar ghm?


https://youtu.be/bpQuFycSCvk
https://youtu.be/bpQuFycSCvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpQuFycSCvk

st ol ddeAfte o gfhar A
Ffl-wft & Gar gd g1 AR < A
HiE AdeATy AR, HglHT i,
MR foAten wE, d9 IR, JHRM,
Id FefR AHhed, TYRSH, TETHT e,
SAYRI ARV T hgt H IS Rl
19 37T 81

Sl AT SFeRITaH I1eT SR Ui Ag
3R 316RE i & Sfiaa & #AgRE & U
TaaT SR GaYHEAEEE & Jedl & IR
AT §H & ol I8 R &t g, SR
3G a1 T a8 R s 81

BH Y TaT & & Qe a1 w7et &Y ATt o Jg (11 SIF 1950) & TG ST G 81T, 3R 81 S @ 3R o
1 HichT Aa! e & dTasia Ik H1fge 3R Ik Tgard # @ MR Odrsit & o, ga. gA. siefl, g, §ft. 1R, aRee?
1 4, Ay ford, UtheR AY $8ad, MhER 1. U. UYM, JGATY I<l, Shdl g8d IUe S gAR Adsidh sita o fuar
G AT G STt At AT, UeT SUY g4 Y T &l o Af¥en! ol edfthed 9 H 9gd A< g3 8

TSI ST ST Wl 81 ehiehul H T AT 3R I7ch! UTAfAeh 18T ehienvr 3R Agtfaenera <l fAerm Hag qon qot 7 g3
ot &Afch I8 31 fAgrer Y ARt & HRUT AGRIY & WIS AT HiASR & U gTa%epel | fAgren i et $iR
oS, STaTd SR AR FAUWT 7 S sprfed, Ich ArATfSIen, eifoies, Aikeplaer iR IsHifde Mt & forg 3-eh
Siter ehT oY AgayUl GHY @Il # T@T 8, THIHIT 31T Sita |

UdTY g% I BETEE Hi AT AFSi St BEE™ & 3ifderen 6t fdRd St o @it 7€ off S sror
GHTESH & HidR @l AIgged Uehe B, BIFI al Al o 9T UH 3R Ik AR & Ty STt Qa1 It 3 &,
Ik TeTd I8 HAIggad! AT ATl (HT) HY gl ST 81 3R 39 aRg ! da1 ol o g faenfdai 7 & o 7Ry &
ardsifes Sfta # S AYhRra e, ARG uréle 3 a8 9TE ITHRIE UTdlel, UehtSl HIgTstens STal i =
ST SIHAT h TR W I¢ ATead Fel 8l

Sl oh Sfiae ol ad Agaqul 3R et ohrd, dexz o fage wfex & gRem vawr & forg foram mar Iuard @i
g4 Ugel SI. 1T HIgd SdSehsi! A ATk oh ehtell IH AR & 1 A 1930 o & © Iiel deh iR Uaier & &
forg T foear o ek Iaah ufaferar @y Il It A1eT Aaer drent STt AT St & 81 37T g sroe sfagra
Ui Svor & ot o "F fgwg o H da1 SRR g3 §, oifeht & 7R & Ugel fg ¥ ol T Srasy e |” oifeh fag,
& 1Y ATTQR & 1956 & 14 IpeR AR & 7 dig et ht e ot gl ofk gt el @ gt Rerf¥en s &1

Filfch IXGT AT oh AN I AR Y Jfel 1 a2 o 8! Fohd 3R T HUATSHT & HRUT ST o SATGT F TG
gfeem, forfeaaa aur f@g enf stgaw g &1 ofik ag a1 R oM & ug af@or R & yag & R @t
fadentic St  +ft ehgr & foh, "9RA H fohfeaae a1 &I U T WA §AR S-S oh htll TR S&ehs gl got
21" Sfh 3T FTas]E aUTRAd fEgaard!l @R ot TXHT STeURiEddh e & IUR 81 & H%d HRUN & I8 t &
HRT 81



39 919 R G R 1 af g, Ieet et off Iarrde fSraent Rt A Saofa oft 8, aforal ot #fe & waer 8 81
3R I ITRES & gRER & ¥ F8e 17, 18, 19 ReFsR It SToTd Geh FwTE Uge ol U g3, Sed sreudiedeh
el & R it Sigdet 9woil & grel g S 2, S9h diY & ShRuT 3T S1Y oY, gSTRI 9rel Uget gefidt 3 it
fég uH &l gfta SiTdicgawn & RIATh smad 6l & 39k RaaTh e STifex 81 @1 81 Afch fohedt oft i1 & g @
feg o Fi Safa ok STRde & AR aferal & oy @ieA &t a1d 81 32| It 6! h gdell - ST Sy ¥ i
TR GER Y T ST ik Ig AfEoTe, MRITERT # aRTeR &1 vaer fAer g1

1. I AR aifgar v 7 g e Rt ehgruedt ok IaRUY Y Ui gSIR oy QR dSTE 8, St 31T wRA T W)
AR 3 # T 38T 81" gRgR &t enfaer a1 Fafess ar 2w & o=y &3 A iUt WErl & A & IR g @
BHl & IaTE0N & UdT Feldl & foh g gom It a7 ent ax0id 8| FareT 30 R UeRT &l TRARI chl HRHUTAT el gl
Ig I8! TR ¢ forgi aferal aur snfeardt ok afgarst & a1y g8 SramaR| &Y e g8 dt, 3¢ oM - flem &
forq - =gl fohaT? I8l dck hl ST a1 9T & aR B SIFGRT o & oY ST aTet @il i SRS & S |
Sttt # sig o feam ofk 321 & iR TTegg SY GRE won Rt wd g, diE oft S srdare) At war iRy a1
THTOT 7

3R UYTHS, TEHN S AgcqUl ®IH R 48 gY AN hl guil, e U I 9T & I 91d g1 Yoh ag I
I fig Y Y IR AR &R g, I YR Y Igmar T&pa el A &t e3imd & & &1 IRt &
125 &t St & 3R WR I G @R IR HY g3 e aredt a1 B

1932 & BfgTiies gAT Uae o a1e AgTedT et o Aqcd H g3 kol I o SR, dquf 37 # goiRT hl & A Afed
& Fure gRe & foig @iet Y & dfe g H3iA & ot +ft gRe=t &t vy A8t g1 I8 a1 9 it o
GeeAefter Tl el Sgd SreRdT ofti 3R HERIY - hefeeh & Gad dtenfd AfdR terqR & fager Afer # gRem &l vasr
TET UT| 20 T WAFAAT TR h G 3T @1 ot aAfcheT gikert & forg fawmamardt AfiehdT o $© AT & hRoT HaRT
afSta o, | safod MRSl 7 1946 & TR ATg # THIT HERIE HI & AThSd P dTell Siyon &R &) fh Seraew
GeRUR o Hiex # SRS el UALT T8 a1 ST de deh STHRUT SR STRY @

39 @R § Guf AERIE & STaRew gordel 7 TS| Ig SN &S] 71 & Heg & Foididh Ueh T8 fhR R e &
SIe &Sl 30 T8 & R R faum A & foig 7g & 39 979 forg, ot wu. o, Sisft, 7y fomd, ot smae,
IR UeadH 3R fAx4res fomd ag uig & gid Sl 1 3R Ig1H ool ht THSH i ifAer Fi, 6 39 =g
ST 3R Ad el YYUT AERTE | SHSINAT e o 971G B 3R fohsiid |

3R 59 g © Afg-l & UIR-UMR & 91 81 3 e bl [ foam mam) 89 © #gHl & IF 91 g & harydah
GRT AUl AERTE H, TUT 317 AR hl dRh & HIGT YA & STialer T Bl SIR-TR & TR fohar T, dfh #fi &
JEd (U8) ANT = UTT Thehl <hl, SR HERTE I AlchAd HIGR UART & dvthd ghT df #icx gReit & forg @it S|
AR g FI=a T I Gap ToT-ifcen aTereht oftl at © Afg & a1g 1 7% 1948 & i I 7ot ok J-7udt smae
UeXqR A SRR dYR AERTST oh 76 H STHRUT 3R {[F foha|

3R 39 &9 shrth! IR "eAThA ¢ forad #gTerT et & dRY & A S fA-iem Wid & UsmaR & S1asE, TSt
&g {1 & Iuary o e, AfeR & 92 iR & axarst gReF! & fay @ierd & ford il g1 10 A8 1948 & 3@ I
TSIt o 8:35 ohl 3L I GHIW | Ig T it & St i sifaw a7 6 gad a1 Iuafed gihft, wifeh wRa
Y Tacisrar <l fath o siiu=mRerary areht ot

AT “SATSTE! h I1G MR o SITd-4 RO THdT Gefch ST hd F?” 3R UexqR & #iex yaer & a8 I8+
It & IR St 81 Ak TrenR & ftar £ 32 iR A &R o 6 Ra sl & are oft it snfearh sirer &
o aral & T2 =T, Ak gfor a1 ke & ME § AT & ofR o TETl dhl Ao gt & T &1 T sarar
HETHT Tie} el 8T & hRUT 11 5 1950 o {7 3614 39 gfvan & faer 811 &t Aot fomn



IS T [ESH, STATHIRT AR FE dgAMeT @l St 37-gfFam & Fare W a4 ddeAsfia gia 9 o, arat &
STHERET gTet FTasii-eh GTail | Ad &1 SHifeh Sdt o7et faanfad o, Afch Sftaq wR usradt Sit & a1y g ot sgrad
T Ut fohaT SR IRt dt st sifderfed @1 gaferd aFT o uRaTRen Sfiaw &t wwer 7@l oft, @fd a=i
AT <ht THATSH o 1Y 3= goatiel T o foh ag aaref ol Sro-t st aawr a9er o 399 gdt 8t o & 3R
W AT H U YT Al Ak A6l urd &1 [T aRE MUset at 91t uget & fhamt & Aar sft. rehar fechd & srigat A
T WH Bl T fohaml o SHicte | ST Gehl 8, I8 STigsil & RO ahl 9a & aTeTT IS8T 8l

3R M ol o 3ifd Haefie ot 3 gawanst & defda wafie Yarar g1 o BRUT Wdadl o diF 91 g
Y At ot TR, RIS, Y@, R Yfad & 1 - AAEIRY i S Jgd 8 o gl 34 31T &t g9
gfar 8 faer g a1 Aol o fomm)

QY Tl Y Jor H gHRI-SMUh! HeedTd agd Uit gidl €, 9 hIRUT A 17T TR & 3704 St Sfi & 3rdl gt
ST &1 9 St & S8 < g A aga fora gld €1 dvr-gfar i FRfa @l e gy, oot MemeR sraa St &t
SRATET T et oh TG S84 gi-aT @ 11 S 1950 & T It ST uig foRam| et TResit @t gAR o9 ¥ RR
T ST ol 74 ITA g4 ST 3@ & SR 579 & 125 ITeT| 39 &34 1d 30-35 TTedl & Ui 1fchdl al UTa SodT
ST %G1 81 It R fay H hste o TG S TR IR AR fohaHy AT ST @7 8 oifch WRd H d & JeiAl 9
TRTAR = AT U1 el W fgeardt ol gvel &R 38 81

NS & I & qodl, aUT IRl o
Gaeafter & o1 99 @ 991 WIS § 3R
T & g9 GRTRell & Ul il -1 A
g AT A aret gft vl & o e
IS g & ok & 7a ot Trent @ off Sumer
g 9 39 Tohe o IR H TAR fora-aiet 81
g, cifchd GAR I &t Ie= & & srf9de
HTHATS 8l gl UrT g1 37a his WRd Siiet al
HE Tod B! oY Gkl dM X @ &
dAfchT FivEIR—chdr 9T Sifd-a &1 g¥ @l
TAIR-UYR Ueh U3 Td IT Tl § AR
@1 8, 3R g uRumaeey 3wt sfagg &
%A H 3a-l givebedr T8 ot ot sme
el Tl 8|

TR Tl & ufd Tt sgieiel e O
HRUT & U= 3MUeht 39 a1 ¥ faar &
forar o1, I8 dgaR T & forw &9 gft Tfdaf
3 37U ITUT FHich AT TG IIAT §H T§ Bl
ihT ¢ 3R Fad g3t OHeR) g da1 & &
MR & At A g O gt ST
UTuTeTyg gl ehxd U
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Governance and Development

2) White paper on the Telangana state’s finances

In the last week of December 2023, less than a month after taking over, the new government of
Telangana issued a white paper on the state’s finances. We reproduced the summary below. At the end
we also provide a table which shows the fiscal situation of all the major states. As can be seen the
situation is alarming. The full paper can be downloaded from

https://cdn.telanganatoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-White-paper-revised. pdf

The principal tool in the hands of the state government to manage the finance is the state budget. In
Telangana, there is a gap of almost 20% between the budgeted and the actual expenditure. This figure
is not only high when compared to other states, but also in comparison to the expenditure achieved in
the united Andhra Pradesh.

This gap in expenditure between the budget and actuals has meant that there is an accumulation of
committed expenditure in terms of payments made for the services rendered by the suppliers and
contractors and also to the employees. Further, there is a huge gap between the budgeted and actual
money spent on major welfare schemes such as Dalita Bandhu and other welfare programs aimed at
the welfare of ST, BC and minorities.

In united Andhra Pradesh, over a period of 57 years, an amount of ¥4.98 lakh crore was spent for
development of Telangana region. With this money, substantial and tangible assets in terms of roads,
irrigation projects, educational institutions, hospitals and power projects were created. In addition, the
state facilitated - by giving lands and incentives to central public sector undertakings, defense
establishments, thus paving the way for Hyderabad to be a pharma, defense and IT major in India.

In contrast, after the formation of the state, in the last 10 years, the total debt of the state and the
SPVs has gone up to ¥ 6,71,757 crore from ¥ 72,658 crore in 2014-15. This gigantic increase in
the debt (almost 10 times) has created an enormous fiscal stress on the state’s finances in terms
of its ability to service the debt. Further, no tangible fiscal assets in proportion to the money
spent were created in the past 10 years.

The debt servicing burden of monies which are borrowed on the budget and off-budget has increased
enormously and is consuming 34% of the state’s revenue receipts. Further, the salaries and pensions of
employees consume another 35% of the state revenue receipts.

This committed expenditure has meant that very little fiscal space is available for undertaking any
welfare measures for the poorer sections of the society and growth enhancement measures for the
development of the economy.
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Consequently, the state has not been able to spend enough money on critical sectors such as
Education and Health where the budgeted amount as the proportion of the total expenditure is
amongst the lowest in the country.

A careful analysis of the above facts shows that Telangana state which was a revenue surplus state in
2014 and has one of the fastest growing economies in the country is now staring at a debt crisis. The
rate of accumulation of the debt from off-budget borrowings has led to this situation. Every effort will be
made to increase the state's resources and direct expenditures toward uplifting the impoverished, while
reducing unnecessary spending. The new Government is determined to implement all the six guarantees
which are promised by the party based on which the people of Telangana had given the mandate for
change.

The Government is determined to overcome the fiscal challenges in a responsible, prudent and
transparent manner. The white paper on state finances is the first step in this direction.

General Category States: Fiscal Deficit-to-GSDP Ratio

Fiscal Deficit-to-GSDP

ratio (2021-22)

1 2 3

1 Qdisha -3.1%
2 Jharkhand 0.7%
3 Gujarat 1.2%
4 Chhattisgarh 1.5%
5 Uttar Pradesh 2.0%
6 Maharashtra 2.1%
7 Andhra Pradesh 2.2%
8 Goa 3.2%
9 Karnataka 3.3%
10 Madhya Pradesh 3.3%
11 Haryana 3.6%
12 West Bengal 3.7%
13 Bihar 3.9%
14 Rajasthan 4.0%
15 Tamil Nadu 4.0%
16 Telangana 4.1%
17 Punjab 4.5%
18 Kerala 4.9%

Source: RBI State Finances — A Study of Budgets of 2023-24
Notes: 1. Gross Fiscal Deficit (GFD) receipts include revenue receipts and miscellaneous capital

receipts.
2. GFD Expenditure includes revenue expenditure, capital outlay, and loans and advances net of

recoveries.
(o>
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Growth with Employment

3) IR fAwtor & ¢ e orifa

o agre=, ueria sft ok serHia f&g

3.1 U&Tg-T

$9 I<! & Uget 2 2001-2010 & HehTeet, 2011 & [E §Y GO &2Aeh H R ol Sft. 1. o g &R o FA g8 |
gfg # fRTae &6t aoig 9 917 2017 & 918 § ASHIR dgAT ¥H TAT1 S, 2019 # 3nfderiRer dRk W SRt fohg 7g
3rafder 99 So1 gderor (1. T, T, Q8 S 2017-S7 2018) (e 3Hichel ohl AT hid U 3R 38 G Si8en
R SR & §Y, oi@ehi = SIFHM AT foh A H ahifds Ag™RY & & I1el Uget 2018 H Gd 97 ol 45.8 IS
UT1) 2018 F 43.2 RIS ASHIR UTW hITR & (TR FeT) dUT 2.7 RIS AT bl ASHTR ehl SR 37l SRsHTmRY
X U §cT) &1 5.8 Higd) ot

Ut. T, T, Q9. Sifhsl (. TH. TH. 31, 2019) & HdIfeh, 2018 H YRA | A 39 (15 9Td ¥ 64 A1eT ) i
Tel. U, Ut 3R, 50.2 HrEdY ot o1t gar aif Y g, g, ot 3R, 38.2 hiedY oY1 g Fardn g o sga 9r gar
"fRre, ISR SR ufrgror (g, €. €. &) 7 781 &1 vIRa A Afgenstt &t sm g9 # 9rfieRt 9gd & § | AT SereRt
Y AT 18.2 HIGET 3R UG Felrehl ht AT 15.9 HIEd Afgard gt 5\ aa d off| 2000 & 320k & Heg § Uget 9 g
it g Afee oM ot 9rfiet @@ 7 dsft & ond fRree, I U deiy ot Rardt 8, e 3= snfdfes gfg & dRM
AT, Higell S g WHERT &R 307 GrdH IR Ugd T8 (Ag 3R ulier, 2017; A iR &1, 2017; S,
2019)1

Source: Image

Hifde AgMRY & 18 [AreT Jaeh! Ugd & Hehleel gl 3ifdeh 3nfder dTd AgYH R @7 8| 39 dIcid hol HTAH
AfeTg SR €. 3. & (TR 3).aT -3 URART &Y 31T Fg & oIy o a1 & o & oy doreR g1 88 |
IS Ul T, 0. oIR. § RTae &l %R Uete T |

= foifea arferer ¥ Ui glar 8 foh TRART STichs! o SITUR 2018 ¥ 2023 Ik 8.8 FiE ¢ fth 511 &1 & I3
3R 9.3 FRIs hal st ASHTR AT aifeh 39 i 0.5 IS SRISHIRT @t off ISR fHre|
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2018 19 ¥ 202122 7 IR E%if{ﬁ%ﬁl ﬁﬁﬁﬁi R QRN SR 022.23 9P  SiHIA
2018-19  [2019-20  [2020-21  [2021-22  [2022-23(P)
G qU _UIey _, Gaed
HRG T ST exXls H 138.3 139.6 140.7 1417 142.7
PHEMT S 9T I odg A 91.3 92.1 94.3 96.4 98.5
SAL KA 50.20% 53.50% 54.90% 55.20% 55.5%
AT 45.8 49.3 51.8 53.2 54.7
RN X BIR o 5.80% 4.80% 4.20% 4.10% 4.0%
SREAIR 3 dd @ A 2.7 2.4 22 22 22
EAEEG] _HH dcd H 4§ GHNTR
W aR wds A 43.2 46.9 49.6 51.0 52.5
SR o 47.30% 50.90% 52.60% 52.90% 53.2%
HfEER
QU _IWR @ 9HR T SRS 141923 Q| R I (O
UclTmUATL =-3F:| gc]  HATGRT o SecgUray =-ﬂ|I|a3 GH%@ ST
https://dge.gov.in/dge/reference-publication-reports-annual B}
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/IND/india/population dfdie R ~
httpsy/ /www.statista.com/statistics/271315/age-distribution-in-india/ PRDI ST ST I [ %

ST (RT3 @ ag sifcrs A | Hfdhel @7 8 | Y SThT TUBIRUT RIT 82 gleilich AR H S Nl chl et
¢ & IR 30 9gd 9 U8 o & 98 haret foam urReiffes arell ek A a1 Igd hiH 31T aTel WRISHIR AT Hfy
& fireT| STHiHT RS 3 @ g sries AT # Hftchel ! 6 |

l SR TIETRUT AT g2 Bleilich ASTTR H g AN hl H=AT I61 & U 37 gd ¥ UH <1 § fSivg harel ©Re] A
fAeT & TReg IS da= a1 utikeiffes g1 | 39k STl i H i e aTell hl &1 1 & STafch HpiY & Uget ¥ &
JTaGehdl T ek AT o1l § | F© Teiasl WRITHIR | g8 § U] 311 o 3fiehg| Y g1 ohTal ch h! Ig SRISHR
9gd d8R 8| 39 fvg W R @ feguoft Agden (2023 ) #3F |

3.2 2018 & 2024 & = 1fder AR FHTIATS a1t &

SR §H 919 &cT H 31T dTet Gt 9Y rTRT 3R TR SRISHRT o forg Hifaira Tor iR g a3 ItherdT g1 e et R
T higd X @ & af 2018 ¥ 2023 & &g guf AR & 77 11.1 . S ISHTR TaT et i Siexd ot | | geafw,
& IS 39 R Jghd ¢ ok AR Fmfor i sRewa 8, gt vaf Turaiares AR a1 s Y 8, o uafa
W1 fAeTaT 81 3R AT faehre gd gRiara ementsit aRkfEafaai g

a1 I8 & foh o1 37 8 TR WR UIEITURe ISR GaT fohy ST Tehd €, e s &treh o fARiemeies sfagra
oh! &1 | 3@ gU? hddl gl gl § A Tgi e

B9 Ig STard &A1 g foh SR Srfegawyt & fohet &1 | & IAoWTR Ger fohy ST and 82 3R faer & fohg Tk w2
3R GRY Yol gl O SMefi? 3R I8 Sid gY foh Usit uafe =8l ghft, ag gRfgd e & forg foh asr & o vl
JTet g AR GaT gf, 39k forg Hifaat ofik st ot off gifea e g

foret oft Tt srfegae & fS9H AR 919 9 96 @7 8, IH T aoh oI AR BT heAT Teh THT I8 8
O 1 A o folg ATga TS geomeiith dhl STexd g, dTfch ISR Tl e aTct &1 # Ardsi-eh 3R st
fasr fohar 1 ek | 39k forg g+ ffaw i s @ 3R 39 twR d sfthet T Teh! {[T3HTd 6l 715 8|

SIgl deh o1d AR AT i 8, Tt S Tah 9 781 81 Far & Uop A1d TR & 919 B AR IR Jaed &
et Hfdeh ISR T dhed & | ASHIR THTGT aTet &5 39 a¥E 9 &: (HeT (2021))
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- fOI UTepfieh TEmesTT T &RUT 81 ThT &, S76 1he & SHifdd ehAT| ST9- STel SivTe | STHI,

- fAmfor &, faRly 9k R =1 i S1mare SR W Y W T 33RRgFR

- Uk A< S JENT T O F[US dTet LR (SIE 3feiiTe | dret, ARel 7 afgai) ofk 8 ot o 9 ger ok &g
et | fafaafor

Source: https://sc0.blrl.cdn.digitaloceanspaces.com/article/111376-fesodklbrc-1615901787.jpg

AR OFAT ¢ {6 ot Py & A 37 851 ) orufdear & St amfRe- ardeifae ofik fAsf, et fAsht fasr
AT HrIe i rfdehd HAT deh Ugam & ddh TR Il 3R 39 hael I AR GaT e Tt dered ot e
TTE! o STRT I a1 ST G| gTeAifch, QTdsii-ieh (ARl aht chadl e JASTIR 3R 1Y g 1Y Freoi-ch IATa]
3R PRI dfgehReh Ul e aTet 851 § g Urafiehar &Y ST Tepdt g1

g9 Fsf Fder grRT dgrrar &7 & SeRa T, ford 87 &5t | Sugh UicHTeHl SR e W hriel die @i gRfga
P q i o FAmfor & SIRY AST S GohdT €1 I8 Uid e Ugd SiiEnfie &5 # iR &l g2reh uget SURYd o
& & & fsh fAdsr & simenfid o & forg foRam mam 11 29 ufthar &t 9ie Uah IR R & UTepfden damed & ofR
1Y g1 G TSR daT &3 o forg Sig T gl 39 e # e Y@aid 8t gehl & 3R 39 Ufehar ol ditenfed ht a&m
T AT AT B

7 urepfarers daTe=T At &RUT Et gohT @ - ITERYT - e, ST , ST, I fhe & Sfifaa e

£ Uget STTT-37eT 3MTffch &l TR AR STeld & Py T J8T ASHIR UG - dTell 87 ¢ aAfchd ARGl TR
3R foha™ SfAfga SR d Mg & Iod STY STEX 311 @ &1 STl S8 al IR-pfY et wheT @il @ 8l
T TR W |t 3R 92 06t & vard o IR ot | dAfch g9k a1g ff 39 ¢ ot Aeprt Tvia 8 PR Y & g o=
GHTYT hT &RUT 1 el 8, Ira (e T SHifdd et & forg fFaer fovar sq) & d9me=- 8 i, S, s

ST UTepfcien e <l &ROT g1 ehl 8, ITH STAYRTY, AT, Terd 3R HoTel Y hiad; shels 3R =R0S o Teld
B¢ Ioh STeT; TR IaRehl & Srafder ganT, HiAT 4 sifden e ok JaT 31uRe & gerd o @l 6 g i
gIeld @RTe g1 Iohl 8, 3T et gl

5.5 P gaeax ¥ +t 1A ISR A dl GASiiidd et i STExd g1 Tal GUXl hild 6 IRIS g STHIA ohl 3o
TR WR 7&T 3R STel TREAUT hl STERd g | 39k A1 gl Siel, arerra, 3R o hl ehdiel 75 dg gaedr YA &l R
Y ST g1 g8l T &l fagrs foiell # ofoiel TR ol TR & Ieh! uged! SiEt e | aF & forg gid aher I
Y ST Bl
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SR, Uoh HIS g ohl AUTRIAT SiTTelt STHIA R R & gaftd a1 Ao &<t g1 88 | S Urepfaen dme ot
&RUT Bl IehT 8, 6 [the A Siiferd e oh &5 | Il ASHIR GGG § | eIy, S A&l ehl gl e o folg Sgd
IR TISHTE S Yehichd arexele facrT srichd, I a-itevur richd SR IETT R YfH faere Srfeha I« @t
€, 3% -8 ol [y S FI SIExd &1 Ui TOTeH & Jdd TN ¥ dd 99T deh ASHIR UaT g1 chl FH1eT
cEnif

& 1 <hl I1d I8 & foh 39 ASHIRT ohl Ueh g8T fgaar arHior 3R Sivet aret sifeard! settenl | g, 3fR < Sellehl i
aRfY & g, &k I61 SHTEI TR STgT ASHTRI chl ST g1 §9ch 3TeTral, 378 & 90 higd! AoRY & forg fonddt oft aRe
% DI 3R refeniare FI & TR 81 3T T © 1Al | 977 I | HAIG[G Yoh Jal &1 J T o [y AR
T T T 9T gRTT|

A= e simaTeA iR W oY TR & §9pReEaR & fag [Awfor &

fRmfor & & 3G @t sarae ok T1y g Ty g3pReFaR § Fdt Tt § AR fAAtr i Gerreaar g1 SeeiaHig R WR
&l A SMATET hl hHt SR HISIET AT o WR hl HUR IS hl Sed, 1Y g 91y sfani 3R fo<iia shufat 6
TR Y ST WIgHIE chl IUAUT i SEd §Y g a1l Sleh I fch 39 & ol iy serd &l =181, sfeeh Gen Hifar
& STER ¢ FHh 3reTran, Hisger fif 100 3 & a1E 3ATet 1000 e H YR & &h {07 R gur i
famtor & forg EmRt & I | g St

Source: https://prod-upp-image-read.ft.com/7bb7b670-1636-11e4-8210-00144feabdc0

et ®e R e &5 § oifl g8 o4 uf<h &l 1w 90 hiedY fewdm wed fAmfur § shreika 8, Stafeh arehl @t 10
hre<) fgwar we fAwfor ufehar &l g1 &, THIUH, gelferierdd, wife, gat S&ereied dans, fawaa ok &M &
SITE ! IR e & rd # @7 gt 81 Rae we ok shgar™@ &7 # 80 hied ¥ 31fdieh AR a8& chl oA i
H SERT aTd i 8, STafch 10 hIFdl Iyl HIFTRI hl SRR gl 81 Ig 39 I & 91 A @1dr g b
fheTgTet 9/ o ® fAH TR & Ierd dTet FATR HISG 8 3R STel e Fiell H IehT hierdl [aATuT g1 SIe|

B weil 7 e gew ok w1 Jerwl (MSEs) & fafmfor

R-pMY &3 & AR, 39 rgurd # +ft 781 ag1 ¢ foh 711 & el U +ft 3g21 fafmfor & & Ao gfg e =it
g3 ¢ 3R 39 3R A g1 <l 3MefeRT & Hifeh AU TR R WdTeld TalT # 3= o g1 fhr oft, fafasfor & 4,
P THTRROT & 3¢ G Y AR AT it | & ISR FiY o TR IR IUTGh 3eATehl (S USITS <l GISTIET, HeT ST
T ATeTaT SR g Tesr dhl I Ugl; 3R TTHI0T Seltenl J g Iadl S gUehedT 3R g&dfed) | a1 gl MSME
Fed &l gHATE o foIg Tl @ UiSide Fefee SHisoRdext & Hdlleoldh, JATCAIaEed ¥ de Gde ddh YRd | 3Tef-
I ITS /4T Aot & 5600 T 31fereh Foied e #R B &l
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mﬁﬁ?mﬁﬁ 1416

TEATIET T 3403
TAFTHT FATEA 608
T FAFEA 154

3R SMEs @ 3R 31fder Iaures iR fRafa-dhfea s mr Srar § @t 39 Foer el (S8 diae & &5 & fog
TRIGETE 3R ghort & fory faeqR) & fafmior S5 71fa Ut ax ord €1 SimaTfad Sl o forg ¢ Aregmt oik gt
T T IR R TiRd 98 3fenfiier aeed ol @fia e oft AU ISR de1 fhy ST gend ¢ (St foh alarsa
%I+ fafafor & forg et ofik <=8 & uge &1 8 gar &

o9 dfea g TR Y Qarg

a1 &5 # sl a1 # I TR o AR h! SATETaR gheg a1 renfireht (IT) iR IT R etk Jar &5 & SRy
g3, St 319 Ugd ¥ hgl sgak AIHITR el 3R 1Y gt A1y MARe d 8T &l R arog § dled & Ield
HE T AT R et 81 T H, g6 Uk IR R & e 3R ik ATUR, UGN 3R ATl WUSRUT, URag 3R d9R
S g@R da1 &1 # ISR g hl GHTEATE qeliert gl

U # gd I ASHIRI <l GHIEAT 8, St foh Teh et et &1 el YereR g1 ATHIUT 3R DI heaTs Sefrenl I oiehe
YTfHfes T & TR R 3R 90 Weq el &l A e 78 ISR e Ry ST Tepd €, Si8- 3IRES & somyg
TR, uffH der F T 9WR giu, 7 ue § \ig o9 Mfagie wer ok siifsan # Rmdfiure areR Red 99
IR [T g=rsfia e &1 sgaar ok aaftera Garsi S &5 oft a1 &7 § I9R gfg & o2 &+ &, 99- Raa
R 99 U A9, die ded, 31 ded 3R geia T, ke 3R Faifaie sanfe| 399 9 Samerar 9are
ot Yo & & St € SR Tl haet 'S97 SiTth 371 foomg & S-R dot o Aifaai s 8, AifchT ag gAfga
T ¢ foh 399 ISt Tt | g 3R oy Il dl |t wrger gl

ST & H ASHIRI Il YRET & forg uy fochar (Shfaeer YRenm ud vy I fafaam) sifdfam, 2014 s
PITA Sl ITh! T HIGAT h AT AN B i STexd g1 Sit. T, &, hi ufchar 9" siiFerms alies ¥ Re g
FA SR ot A 8, 9t el gad Igdl & forg gk 8 S8R 38 gihda s=rn SIHT 9@yl dhee 9
YIRS hl 8 hreIhd altch ¥ Sit. TH. &, WA & foIg gl ST =1fgy, Saifeh Bi¢ iaendt anfiier dR R
3R dferg TR W Ao & SIRY oft Ta1 = Fhd €, T8l ger Il bl SfY. . & 9= R E S @l gt
Syl

ey 3R e, e urea iR fa<ita Sarei St amifSie dard [Ash ofik grdsifAes, S & 7 a8 @R &t

ASHIR USTdT g1 Hehdl &1 §HA STeTT-3HelT TRAR] daH1ScH I 3T Sehg fohan 8, Sit adrar & foh fAgren! @ o gferw
HHATRAT Tk TTHIT 20 ARG TARY AhRAT IuTY g

J EmpLD\MENT}HELP WANTEER

i Fiaeg
. o L

ile som
I the trends
EXCItement
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3.3 feramugfa sk Ars«

gy 2023 # Sft. S d. T 272 W ¥ At 30 RIS di Hisar Y R W 39d 82 &R Iud ufd ay e
fasr et ghar 8, ok Sa-oid srefeggear 9t 39-39 ag fAdr ft g1 91T 9| 39k WY &Y, ot fAar st sgM
& forg fifed TR W U g aRad=siter ot gt Tordr g1 a_e] I9d i SgaR IR SR w1y gt Ay fadsft A
I SR e T fohaT ST GerdT g1 BRe AT ardwifes ofk Fstt, AT & ¥ g1 @1fe, ada & st &3 @
3|

B Toh Tfeard! SIgAT T ¢ foh YR srefegaedr arer &3 91e S7u+1 it 31, i, o1 chaer 30 thiwdt fgwan Ay
HAM| Tg ARl 24 T 40 RIGET & 9 SLerdT @1 81 g Aifara hder gg g o nfeR fohg dRg @ S1er-3rer
Jaed & e forar g anfes @fera AsmRY Y T gfa Y 51 T, Sk a8 gRfga frar s o fF & R
3T W AT & R It # uaid gieg 91 o 3@ 81 Faer a1 SareraR fewem @« ghm &ftur gt gk Urepfaes daret
& grsita OR|

g SfeT-3teT Yo | A FEfa fAdyr & gafdaa & fog v Aoied aofia 8, e sifdes ardwifae A
AR UaT e aTet IR &3 i R AIST SIQT| H&F dR UR AIGsl-idh a1 hl SRexd |18l Hui STt ot
gSitad et | ghift| wfchT Uak ae1 Aifavra gxaeiy Ay snfefer o ot faenfd aeet o forg St g

grasiier AT oI U gErT 931 iR A &R & SmuRyd gid S aiior ok felm &R R 98, gd, IR
g, 3R dieh Tar o uray™, o8 W, arh-wTs, e, e uferon, s gd cae, $iR =/ &
gE= MfAe g1 st e & forg garT sigam @ o ag gega: fAmfor, fasty dRk o = emg simares; sifd gew
U g fafmfor- gwafien, g, Ot @ g arelt o et 72fi+l; dwst vd aig & 3Iarg; e, WA,
Mt 3R wnfeess & IS, Saifagera 3R SataifFem, g1y @ e dTet SUhUT 3R AfiHT 3R &g TR & dar &= |
ST | g &= | oft Ash Aaer ot serftia e & fore vicame= oft R S gavar 81

STeT-31enT &t # HAifd g M & ISR IR SR &1 Jedich et & folg g9+ Teh aruRor siifefer Afger uahT
fohar g, o IR & gr= - IarT &1 39! B g9 G uRad-Riiet o faearor 3ok i g1 Aisd fewmar & f
JTTT-37eT &1 A FAAT TR ohl TUTAROT i T SIeATT-31eTT &R & JSHTR GeT gidr g1

Udeh Yok A AT & TH TR R Ufd 3ot AT TR 31eT-31eiT TR & ASIR GeT gid &, 38 § g0 ISR & &R
! Fe & forg e faaror &1 siar-ga srgetd fovar 81 a8 7 Aifard uRadasfte 81

3.4 Hied & gRomH

I=aeR AR ARG w= & fag ot &t J Fder o s

S @7 g4 I8 fearar ¢ foh STerT-Sren &enra faarur a1 ASR ofk a1y gt 91y gfg IR 94T SRR U g, SR 39
IRE ¥ Ug Ag3reT AfeAzSie= o forg Sirg a-rar g1 Iroft 2 feardt 8 foh uder derer # 3k fAnior & forg fohaa

fAdr Y SR 81 I8 Aisd AR dR W 39 AR 7 Géiah ¢ foh gigefier goh-Saumed Srurd & SrgAmI & 91y,
Jg! faer ua arel & fog ufa af sitaad 6.02 Grdt & Sf. 21 bt g @@ ot oft a1 e &1

IR Aigd & A & Harfaeh, fd-FEfRa siar-gma fasr faavor & iRy, 2024 @ 2029 & &9 7 ais 6
ARG AR o g S1faReh AR AT foham ST TehdT &1 398 ¥, Toh dhalg 14 @Ra AT o foig &ftor gt Ik UTepfaen
GHTYAT I GASHad et o &, & g 14 ARG dNTl o oIy S77aTe SR oY R o S3hRgaraR AT &, e,
Y Td 7 (MSE) fafaafor § g aig 14 ag 3R Top aiig 28 drg @il & folg @Y TR & aamuR, uRded,
ey, e, e, fodg ok [Ash Qarei & & & AR A1 fohT 1 Tepd &1 g 7 IS 6 @G SR bl 80
Fras) B 8, Il ot 5 g 70 ARG ASTTR, 3R U7 hadt siefearaenn # 50 hd fAdsr & SRy 94a g1
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aroft 2: ydsh e A Ada AR ik smaaes fAdsr

2024-29 & ERM Fe o fAdsr & ardeie 2024 -29 & ERH

e @=a £ & e FaR = grdsifAe A @=a # &
i, UL, AT gTeA, a-iiehvor 14 10 % 1.4
maﬂ*mw“ﬁm 14 90 % 126
Fmfor- st ofik &Y s9hREaR 43 30 % 12.9
fafsfor- g gd g e 29 10 % 2.9
Y R 6 darg 43 60 % 25.8
srefegawa & arh g daex 143 10 % 14.3
Fel 285 25 % 70

gRufl 3, 2024 ¥ 2029 H FHIEY & & U YR # Ga1 gU ISR fed@rdt 81 38 ar & 91y ag qroft
AT ASATR 3R AR & &1 foed aht oft qerfeft 81

ARoft 3: - T e A g Tedl oh R AR § gRead=

ﬁgmawma?%asa’l?m A et el ASTIR & % &

SISTIR St PR AR R ST TR

Yerex 2024 2029
iV, U, AT UTeH, aiieheor 194.3 42.9 195.8 37.4
UTepfereh ST ol gerstia 5.4 1.2 16.8 3.2
Fafor- m'fﬁ 3 Y 40.3 8.9 61.7 11.8
fafmfor- gau od &g Iem 34.4 7.6 45.8 8.8
oY R Ff |arg 97.4 215 110.2 21.1
SrfeaeaT & arh gER e 81.1 17.9 93.2 17.8
T 453 100 524 100

AR & Rfafia thema & sigge=

g1 T AT U 31U H vaf gl & Hifh g6 ag +ft gRfYa o & fh surer @ Surer IR gt der g gt
JETET Tt &, dTfeh e Uard ohl hH T &hH fhaT STT Tah | Shaer TTHIoT 3fR rg<t faaror & sig, g7 IR &
Bfey foazor urey a1 uaiT fehar 81

Uil af i STgi Fi SETE Ui §9IR & A g, U8 el 6 A g 8, Jgi IR UThideh daret t fohe & siifad
A TR & hied fohaT STQEm|

fSre e Sk 8l s, 3 fafamfor Fereed &t +ft anfaer forar STa- a1t 2024 d@ g7t W 75000 g
T ST & SR g7 Farra 37t 3 <fif 1000 R = Shifga famar sy
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g X 3R AGFR- S8 AGMTR 3R 10 aRg ¥ 31fdeh i SaTEl aret M 3R $© 3R sarch WfAe g1 3t
T T 120 B

THYUT SATeh! T 92 B B UATH i Ak & G- AT & dRg T hH dl & TTHIUT SATehl H ISR 1T ST
3R g9 3R 3ATehvieh TAT SMQ| ISR &Y H&AT &fior gt Yeh Urepfcieh GATEHT el fhe F Siifad e & & J sg1s
ST Gehd! 8, 39 o1 i, IYYH, T Ul 3R ITf-eh! # did T deh ITGehdl 3R 3T i SR ST ST Fehdl
2l

ST foh Y ok 399 S8t wfafafdat & Ao # fohdt Ieataiia gig a1 g™ =16t v AT €, iRl ot
IcTEehd <l Geh I31 [T 96 U Wl o dR WR eI I8 it ASHIRY eht 3R SiTehtfen SHTQT SR SRR & @t
B & ¢ W Ak Q| 34k a1e i, Hi¥ & wmRY <A1 fgear gear @i

92 & v groft 5 4 By Aftt # q9-Gr & YR R AR F Falcpe AT g ot gerfdt 81 3
ichg I Sife I ¥ Fenet & 3Ty & &ad fdsr gt ik 3uch aRumAResy 3T g8 gfsg & 91y @R &
S €1 ST ok ST ST HehdT 8 foh AR # T 98t 3 aheig 71 e o gfeg et Hrearerat oIk ®ie el | 81

Eqch HehTecl UTHIUT SelTehl Toh i€ 21 ARG 3R I8 U6 Td HgRI # 2 ol 14 A oh AR Jfg 81 f=mfor,
MSE fafamfor ok o TR & Qa1 &= & 9t Tar # AR FA1eTg et et aeft Wera &, sia fover qrearerat ofiR
Feried # faer & fovar STg, St fh 100 demerfoa i Rt (39 w11 & A off $&) & gahree srTet 1000
gfe s 8l

ARYAY 5: ST & MTYR TR AR 7 gRads

2024-29 % R 3T & ATYR R AoTR 7 i @t &

v g | i e ok Bk et 92 218 3R AgFTR

i, TqeH, 7 Ut afiavoT 1.3 0.1 0.0 1.4
&ﬁwa’rgﬁ:mmﬁm 6.8 3.0 15 11.4
Fmfor- s ok g SRR 1.6 13.2 6.6 21.4
fafmfor- g od @g Iem 11 6.8 3.4 11.4
oY R il Garg 0.6 8.1 4.1 12.8
srdeaawat & arhl R daeR 0.6 5.8 5.8 12.1
T 121 37.1 21.4 70.6

ASTTR fAAROT T RN & STYR TR SR

2024 ¥ e 2029 deh et Uid ATel o folg ISR F &3Td &R WR Sgast ohl A A o 16 §A4 Udeh
YR & dgd IRMA GATST ! T TR ToR STeft| 3Th oIl §HA STAT-37AT Taed & Aot & ==l i

gfior gt geh Urehfden Tl @t R & Sfifdd e & & @l §=8 dR WR 3rgperel 3R HLpRel HIATRI Y Ted
ghifl, Terft widere TR UR eIl hIRTRY <hl ST gt | fAmfor ofik fafawtor &=t 7 paret ok sredegeret Ry &t
HiT 9 STt § 3R g S dieh darait ol u&ara fean g, SH ag AT 3+ I=dH &R WR UgH Sild! g



ARoft 4: 3rT-3reT &1 A hg 1Al & R 1A & SMTYR R AR # gRed=

2024-29 & R HIAA & ATUR TR AR & g

A IR FH-FAA  ASFAA IR FAA  I=A-FAA 3R YR

i, UqeH, He T UTeH, aieRvoT 1.1 0.2 0.1 1.4
eftor g ok urepfaes dwneET o1 geSiiaa 9.1 1.4 0.9 11.4
fFmfor- smemeE ok 1Y 33pREaRR 12.8 6.8 1.7 21.4
fafator- gax gd &g 3em 5.7 5.1 0.6 11.4
Y TR & Yarg 6.4 5.1 1.3 12.8
SrfeawaT o arehl gER daex 3.6 5.5 3.0 12.1
ool 38.9 241 7.6 70.6
3.5 et

R #, YRd # 2024 ¥ 2028 & &l 7 g ISR UaT e o foly, g9 IR T AR OaT e aret &
IiE- 1 [T &l UdTe 39 ® §;

o &ffor gt goh Utepfden TEmeHl ol fh @ Sfifdd swear- 99 99 STererdl # e SH1 81 bl 8, #R I STeR,
TeiNa Afeat, @xe g geht g, effor g bl aReg ofR B¢ goh S, & 99 BIE Safy F ISR & Uk Fet
T Oe1 Rt | g gAsiiae R i, ugped, I uted SR a-fianeor &t & gaee™ & forg gdard & dR R
hTH AT

o FAHfor- e S arer sirarEE R WY & ATy A TR 1 gIRRgeR (UTHIT SR foier g8k, g, e ek
WY Y47 he; AR, TRIUd, IS 7Tfd @ Tl dredl i, Al e, I3 TIRUIEH o Heplad) |

SHIeRRT SuTRa Fegd Ue &Y Igmt & SRy fafamfor)

o Y TR HI JaTg- SHUAIRSE & H eI AR, Sidich Afdd GaT &7 7 3R IR dar g, §-dAd 3R
dich AR, AT WUSRUT 3R gRagH, feefiad) difSfeed, dfie & geae uded, aaaaiie, A< ok fAsh
Jarg|

GIY 7Y YR WR HR-&1d [aer & faavor & forg, g 71 ¢ o eftor gt 9ok urepfaes damet ot iR 9 Sitfaa
T b &F H SUIGIaR graei-ich (AT T givTT, 399 st fgear fAsit fAder ar off ghm, a8 otcared sk AU ot &R
STTRA ghT a1feh thraar gfga ax fsh e et srefSa fohar 5 |k

RfaHg fadaror & ddu #, g9 I8 ga & 3@ 8 foh 1000 el 3R seieer SmemRd B¢ shdell # S3hrgerRr AT &
forg e foram SQ ofiR 39 slrent ot anTffer IR OR SiTehsen ST S11Q, & SefTeh 3Mffah g ht Ireras 21fxh & dR
TR P e 3R 100 JUTHRAT WTE FEST I fdeped |

ST foh 3T ST Hehal 8 foh ASTTRT <l Ueh agd 981 T Sigerel TR o folg 8 dAfehT srefgperet $iR gparer sioft
& ISR | ot Ieoia-ta dR IR gfeg 1 S 8, 399 FRT & w9 oY SgaR giit |
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gg gRfRd & & forg fah gfeg & fovar mar My 9t dw & e vt 3iR dgar o &t aRfRAfaat aret AR dar
R, At et wrTRY & fa iR fRaerrt s=mm gl ok ary 8t ary gg ff gRfga e g o deure gret én
Y hTH &1

AR Wl Bl I 1A SRR AT 8T fRar ST FehdT 8- dgar vt A8k IdTachdT 3R 1Y gt ATY RIFTRY hl
AIAHTT h hI Afch (ASTgR FTaAT 3R 9H STl & STRY) T IR g, difch I8 Ich! Io IdTahdT T Ifad fgwdr
e

U, ISR TATY T G aXg ¥ RISl T&AT 3R SRISHIRI TR 8t &1 chicd dhedl €, 3R g4 et srafey d
dgR il IATERhdT 1Y dt 3 THT 37 A7 & foh g7 AR =i | Araariies gRef, st Rfaai ok
qrToIeh GRET S el ot MA R | g7 7 hg AR FAAfor 78T aerer 38 €, afces a1 deie sgar sreiifaemrstt
FI R* @ @ §
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Environment, Natural Resources and Sustainability

4) Workshop Report:
Conservation linked entrepreneurship and sustainable

development of mountain districts of Uttarakhand
Jeet Singh, RGICS

4.1 Introduction

Traditionally, the subsistence of the Indian Himalayan Region is embedded in the forest conservation
such as natural farming, livestock and village industries. However, due to the cumulative effect of a
number of factors including degradation of natural capital, climate change, modernized economy and
changing aspiration of mountain youth have led to deterioration of these Himalayan economic activities.
The challenge today is to revive the culture of conservation linked livelihoods in these mountains and
transform them to addresses current market demand and changing aspirations of youth.

While there are very few enterprises in the Indian Himalayan Region, in the last two decades, a number
of new conservation linked livelihood initiatives have come up. Many of them are successful and
inspiring. The growth of conservation linked entrepreneurship solely depends on promoting and
maintaining ecological richness of natural resources on which they are dependent. For example,
production of premium organic agricultural products depends on healthy soil, eco-tourism depends on
richness of landscape and quality honey production depends on preservation of indigenous honey bees
and their habitation. In addition to this these entrepreneurship meet the following targets.
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1.Proactive efforts to assess local ecology and inbuilt systems in the business to develop and conserve
it.

2.Conservation of the ecosystem is a collective task, so all these enterprises inherently involve local
communities as partners in the business.

With objectives to create entrepreneurship mindset of young aspiring entrepreneurs and motivate them to
start and develop conservation linked enterprises using appropriate technology, technique and ecology a
three days workshop was conducted in Urgam village of Chamoli district from 14 to 16 December 2023.

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies (RGICS) as part of its ECO LABS program in
Uttarakhand collaborated with local organization- Gramya Sikshan Paryavran Sanstha (GRAMYA) to
organize this workshop entitled ‘Role of Conservation Linked entrepreneurship in the Sustainable
Development of Mountain Districts of Uttarakhand’. The Uttarakhand State Council for Science and
Technology (UCOST) provided financial support to organize this workshop. RGICS provided intellectual
and knowledge support to local organization to ideate and organize this workshop.

This workshop was attended by 49 micro entrepreneurs from Joshimath, Dasholi and Karnaprayag block
of Chamoli district. Of these 30 participants were women and 19 were men. 16 women entrepreneurs
who participated in this workshop have started their enterprises through National Rural Livelihood
Mission. All of these women entrepreneurs are associated with SHGs and cooperative federations.

15 participants were part of a federation for organic producers promoted by a local NGO- HIMAD
SAMITI. Other participants took part in the workshop through our invitation. Micro enterprises started by
these participants include poultry, organic production, millet processing, dairy, tourism (home stay and
transport) and Mushroom cultivation.

24



4.2 Entrepreneurship mindset

Source: https://www.inc91.com/uploads/images/202110/image_750x_61641f2d3a4c5.jpg

Entrepreneurship mindset is an ability and skill to create new business. These abilities and skills are
crucial for any successful business. Development of an enterprising mindset for a micro entrepreneur for
whom this workshop was organized is important as most of them have not studied business
administration and management.

These skills and abilities include critical thinking, problem solving, adaptability, self reliance, future
orientation, collaboration, team building, creativity and innovator. This list is not exhaustive as many other
abilities and skills develop entrepreneurship personality that leads to creation of new enterprises. In the
context of ecologically friendly enterprises the environmental awareness and conservation sensibility also
needed to develop this mindset.

This session was conducted by Dr. Birendra Aswal, Assistant Professor, Sri Dev Suman Uttarakhand
University (Gopeshwar Campus). In his address, Dr. Aswal observed that most of the micro
entrepreneurs invited in the workshop are new entrepreneurs but without any formal business studies.
He stressed that if we are aware of the basic entrepreneurship mindset, we can grow in our business
creation. In his deliberation, he focused on following skills and abilities of an entrepreneur:

1) Risk Taking: Dr. Aswal argued that an entrepreneur must be a risk taker. Without risk no business
can be created. However, he cautioned that as most micro entrepreneurs have limited resources, people
must take calculated risk. Take risks which you can comfortably afford.

2) Quality of the Product: The quality of the product is the key of any business. You can compete in the
market only if your product is competitive in the market in terms of quality.
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3) Value Addition: Value addition improves and expands our business. Value addition not only makes
the product expensive but also increases the shelf life of the product and decreases the volume of the
product. He stressed that we must think of value addition in order to expand our business.

4) Branding: Branding is yet another way to popularize and reach out to our customers. He said that
located in Himalaya we can brand our product in a much better way compared to many other regions.

5) Awareness of Government Schemes: There are many government schemes that promote
development of enterprises in the state. As an entrepreneur we must be aware about various schemes
and policies of the state and central government promoting entrepreneurship. In many cases the
government is giving subsidies and other incentives. As micro entrepreneurs, people must take
advantage of such schemes to reduce their risk and access larger market facilities provided by the
government.

6) Marketing: mere production of quality products is not enough. As an entrepreneur, people must also
focus on better marketing. For marketing, finishing of product, presentation and packaging play a vital
role.

7) Funds and Loan: Funding for new entrepreneurs is always a challenge. For micro entrepreneurs it is
suggested to not go for market loans. Rather, it is advisable that they should go for subsidised loans or
interest free loans.

In this session Mr. Suresh Dimari, Director, Chamoli Zila Sahkari Bank, Mr. Rakesh Gairola, Founder,
Subodh Prem Vidya Mandir and Mr. Jeet Singh, Head of Research, RGICS, participated as discussant.
Mr. Dimari observed that the cooperatives were introduced in this country to bring cooperation in
business. Giving examples of Amul and other successful cooperatives, he argued that working with
fellow entrepreneurs is the key to the cooperative movement. He also informed that the Chamoli Zila
Sahkari Bank is giving interest free loan for entrepreneur development in the district. Mr. Rakesh Gairola
observed that an entrepreneur is not dependent on any other person or institution, rather he or she
provides employment to others.
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4.3 Significance of conservation linked entrepreneurship in Uttarakhand

Conservation linked entrepreneurship identifies and addresses three problems namely ecological, social
and economic. Conservation linked entrepreneurship distinct themselves from business as usual. Their
growth solely depends on promoting and maintaining ecological richness of natural resources on which
they are dependent. For example, production of premium organic agricultural products depends on
healthy soil, eco-tourism depends on richness of landscape and quality honey production depends on
preservation of indigenous honey bees and their habitation.

This session of the workshop was conducted by Mr. Jeet Singh, Head of Research, RGICS. Participants
were given an overview of conservation linked enterprises and their social, ecological and economic
significance. With the help of brainstorming with participants, he also explained how most of the
entrepreneurs operated by participants related to dairy, poultry, mushrooms, honey and millet production
are actually conservation linked enterprises. He further explained 11 different steps to start and operate
such enterprises. These steps are as follows:

1.Awareness of social and ecological problems- the awareness of social and related ecological
problems is the first step to start an enterprise which is linked to ecological conservation.

2.Inspiration- the second step is ignition of inspiration to solve the identified social and ecological
problem using business as a tool.

3.ldeation of Problem and Solution- this step requires conversion of inspiration into development of a
business idea to solve the identified social and ecological problems.

4.Experimentation, Trial and Error: the fourth step is to experiment with ideas and learn from trial,
success and failures.

5.Market Determination- market determination for product and service is crucial. We must keep it in
mind that our product and services are heavily loaded with good social and environmental causes.
We must explore and determine our market, which values these causes.

6.Core Team- A team is necessary to build and expand a business. A good and compatible team
members can lead to faster and successful growth of a business.

7.1Initial Funding- funding is required to start the business and operate it. Entrepreneurs may choose
grants, low cost loans or interest free loans to meet initial demand of fundings.

8.Minimum Viable Product- an entrepreneur must narrow down to a market fit product, which can be
easily marketed in the determined market.

9.Enterprise Entity- there are a number of organization structures available for business. The founder
of an enterprise in consultation with team members has to decide the most appropriate type of
organizational structure needed for their business. These structures may include the company,
cooperative, NGO or Self Help Group.

10. Funding- greater funding is required for the expansion of business, which can be explored once the
business has completed all previous nine steps.
11.Business Planning and Sustainable Operation- a business owner must be visionary and future

oriented. Entrepreneurs must plan the business as per the available resources, funding, raw material
to ensure sustainability of the operation.
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In this session Mr. Birendra Rawat (Poultry Entrepreneur) and Mr. Laxman Singh Negi, Secretary,
JANDESH participated as discussants. Both of these resource persons elaborated the idea of
conservation linked entrepreneurship and their social, ecological and economic contribution.

4.4 Enterprise Ecosystem for Green Development in Uttarakhand

On the second day of the workshop two sessions were organized under the broad theme of ‘Enterprise
Ecosystem for Green Development in Uttarakhand’. Under this theme two sessions, one on ‘National
Rural Livelihood Mission’ (NRLM) and another on ‘Rural Enterprise Acceleration Project’ (REAP) were
organized.

4.5 National Rural Livelihood Mission

The Uttarakhand State Rural Livelihood Mission is implementing the National Rural Livelihood Mission in
the state to improve economic conditions of poor and rural people by creating economic opportunities
and promoting entrepreneurship in the state.

Mr. Mohan Negi, Block Mission Manager of NRLM conducted this session by explaining the purpose of
the program and how it is structured to support livelihoods of rural poor people in the state. He informed
the participants that the NRLM is well designed to provide support for rural people to start economic
activities. These supports provided by the program include formation of SHGs, federating different SHGs
at village and cluster level, enhancing access to credit, providing grants, offering technical and market
services and building capacities and skills of the poor for gainful and sustainable livelihood.

The State Mission is committed to increase the income of women under the project ‘Lakhpati Didi’. The
goal is to increase the income of women to one lakh rupees per annum by promoting multiple livelihood
options. Under this scheme, the mission is working towards reaching out to about 2.5 lakh households in
the state.

Source: https://www.wur.nl/upload/52b6218c-0df2-4f47-aa75-aba08c693097_Social_farming_shutterstock_363795839.jpg
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The program has been working and supporting multiple livelihood options both farm based and non-farm
activities. To start micro and mini enterprises, the government is providing grants through SHG
federations and low cost loans through banks.

Training and capacity development is another important aspect of the NRLM, under which a variety of
skill development training is being offered to women SHG members registered under the program. The
mission has collaborated with professional training institutions to impart free of cost training on a number
of skills, so that trainees can start their micro enterprises.

Mr. Negi informed that the Mission is opening for innovative and new technology based training and
entrepreneurship. For example, recently they organized 15 days residential training for women to weave
baskets made out of ecologically invasive ‘Lantana’ grass. He further argued that if, lantana basket
improves as a business, it solves many social, ecological and economic problems.
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Livelihood promotion activities require long term hand holding support especially in rural areas with
limited resources and knowledge inflow. The mission is therefore the process of cadre building at local
level to sustain the implementation of NRLM.

The mission is now providing training to local women called ‘Sakhi’ on different issues such as dairy,
poultry, millet processing, food processing, fruit processing etc. These Sakhis will act as local resources
for villagers to start and operate micro and mini enterprises.

Towards the end of his deliberation, he also touched upon the village and cluster level organizational set-
up of SHGs and their federations. He also explained available financial (loan and grants), technical and
market resources available for SHG members. He concluded that the elaborated structure of SHGs
creates an effective ecosystem for enterprise development at the grassroots level.
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4.6 Rural Enterprise Acceleration Project (REAP)

The next session in this theme was on the Rural Enterprise Acceleration Project (REAP) of the
Uttarakhand Gramya Vikas Samiti (Government of Uttarakhand).

The REAP project commissioned by the state government and funded by the IFAD aims to double the
income of rural households.

This project is being implemented in collaboration with Uttarakhand State Rural Livelihood Mission. The
approach of the project is to build resilience of rural households by diversifying their sources of income.
The project is implemented in 95 blocks of 13 districts in Uttarakhand.

Assistant Manager of REAP in Chamoli district Mr. Rajbar Bisht in this session explained the objective,
operation and opportunities provided by the REAP for rural entrepreneurs of Uttarakhand. REAP has
been working with individuals, SHGs and SHG federation.

It provides financial, technical, market and skill support to individual entrepreneurs. Under this project a
grant of Rs. 35,000 is being provided to poor women to start a livelihood activity. Moreover, it provides
technical and HR support to SHG federation or FPOs to scale up their businesses.

REAP has three major components through which it aims to accelerate rural enterprises in Uttarakhand.
The first component is ‘Inclusive Cluster Development'.

Under this component efforts are being made to work at cluster levels by diversifying livelihoods and
enterprise development. This component also supports organizational development of SHGs and
Federations

The second component of the project is ‘Ecosystem for Enterprise Development’. In this component
efforts are being made to provide infrastructure related facilities and market linkages. Attempts are also
made to provide financial assistance for the acceleration of rural enterprises.

The third component of the project is Project Management and Knowledge Management. Under this
scheme services related to project management and knowledge management are offered to rural
enterprises for their acceleration.

Poultry entrepreneur Mr. Birendra Singh Rawat and Mr. Umashankar Bisht, Secretary, HIMAD Samiti
participated as discussants in these two sessions under the theme of ‘Enterprise Ecosystem for Green
Development in Uttarakhand’.

Mr. Rawat argued that enterprises are built on local raw material, climate and natural resources. In
mountain districts of Uttarakhand, the abundance of natural wealth provides ample scope for
conservation linked livelihoods.

Mr. Umashankar argued that the growth of women entrepreneurs associated with SHG federations can
be accelerated if women are given exposure, training and opportunities, and also their need for financing
is met by banks through the SHG federations.
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4.7 Conservation responsibilities and value added livelihoods
4.7.1 Value Added Processing of Sweet Oranges (Malta)

The idea of green growth attempts to explore and economically harness symbiotic relationships between
social and ecological systems. Instead of environmental tradeoff this economic approach believes in co-
benefits.

Two sessions under this theme were conducted on the second day and another two sessions were
conducted on the third day of the workshop.

The first session under this theme was conducted by Entrepreneur, Innovator and Educationist Mr.
Rakesh Gairola. In his deliberation he shared his experience of innovating technologies and enterprises
to address local problems.

Source: Image

Mr. Gairola started with his enterprises to address the problem of throwing away market price of sweet
orange (malta) in Mandal valley near Gopeshwar town. He explained that the malta was never
competitive in the market as easy edible oranges from Nagpur are preferred over it by customers. To
address this problem, Mr. Gairola developed technology and machines to process Malta and increase
their shelf life in the form of juice and jams.

Further he developed technology to utilize flavido of malta to utilize it for cosmetic products. The leftover
of malta after extraction of juice is also used as bio enzymes. Today, as an entrepreneur Mr. Gairola is
utilizing every part of Malta and profitably running his business by providing employment to 64 people.

Mr. Gairola has further added that his endeavor to develop technologies to sustainably harness the
natural wealth motivated him to find solutions for developing enterprises in the sector of lantana oil
extraction and restoration of dumping grounds in Uttarakhand.
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In his concluding remarks, he added that for an entrepreneur, one must have scientific temperament. A
true entrepreneur has the capacity to find a solution to a problem. And finding a solution is Science.
Science and technology is crucial for the growth of any business. It helps enterprises to compete in the
market.

4.7.2 Responsible Tourism

The second session of the day under the theme of ‘Conservation Responsibilities and Value Added
Livelihoods’ was conducted by Mr. Laxman Negi, Secretary, JANDESH. In his presentation, Mr. Negi
explained the prevalent tourism practices in Uttarakhand and how it is adversely affecting local ecology.
He argued that irresponsible behavior of tourism and unregulated inflow is highly damaging and leaves
an irreparable impact especially in high altitudes. He further argued that the economic contribution of the
tourism sector in Uttarakhand is negligible despite the fact that about 50% of tourists in the Indian
Himalayan region visit Uttarakhand.

Talking about solutions, he advocated for premium and high end tourism in Uttarakhand. He argued that
this tourism will enhance our economy substantially and also reduce pressure on natural wealth
significantly. He further stated that currently tourism is operated without understanding the carrying
capacity of the local landscape. Innovation in tourism is required by identifying unique and interesting
tracks, landscape and natural beauty to attract premium tourists.

Mr. Negi also argued that homestays are a good way to enhance the rural economy. However, he
cautioned that we must not dilute the idea of homestay with commercial hotels. Homestay idea brings
cultural aspects in tourism. And premium tourists are more interested in culture along with landscape. We
can greatly benefit from blessed natural wealth and deep rooted cultural practices.

Ms. Prabha Rawat, President of Gramya Sikshan Paryavaran Sanstha Ms. Susheela Bhatt, Principal,
Subodh Prem Vidya Mandir, Gopeshwar participated as discussant in these two sessions. Ms. Rawat
argued that high end tourism needs to be promoted to have tourism in a sustainable manner. Further, the
local culture must be harnessed to make tourism more interesting, attractive and profitable. Ms. Bhatt
argued that co-benefiting entrepreneurs such as fruit processing, restoration of dumping grounds and
natural oil extractions must be promoted in the highly fragile Himalayan region.
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4.7.3 Enterprising Traditional Apiculture

The third day of the workshop started with continuation of theme Conservation Responsibilities and
Value Added Livelihoods. Under this theme the first session was delivered by Mr. Prakash Panwar, an
entrepreneur.

Mr. Panwar shared his experience of learning bee keeping and transforming it into a micro entrepreneur.
He stated that his encounter with honey bees was random, when he observed people collecting honey
through traditional methods. It instigated him to inquire more about it and find ways to adopt it as a
source of income. His quest to learn about honey bees exposed him to learn about various species of
honey bees, their culture, colony, honey production and honey harvesting.

Mr. Panwar further added that he realized that boxed beekeeping promoted through various schemes are
not successful at micro level, as they can be easily eaten up by wild animals. For boxed beekeeping one
needs better protection and guarding of honey bee boxes.

He motivated participants to continue with wall beekeeping, which is traditional practice in Uttarakhand.
However, he motivated people to use modern tools and techniques to effectively harvest honey, protect
honey bees and process honey as per market demand.

Source: https://www.rpcau.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Training-1.jpg
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4.8 Carbon sequestration and trading of credits

The second session under this theme on the third day of the workshop was conducted by Mr. Jeet Singh,
Head of Research, RGICS. His presentation was on the concept of carbon credit, Indian policy
mechanism to yield benefits of carbon credits and opportunities for Himalayan farmers and
entrepreneurs.

He stated that the idea of carbon credit has dual benefits as it improves the local ecology which helps in
sequestration of higher amounts of carbon. On the other hand, the additional amount of sequestrated
carbon can be sold in national and international markets at a very high price.

Mr. Singh stated that the government of India has recently introduced the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme
and also drafted the Green Credit Scheme guidelines.

Mr. Mohan Negi, Block Mission Manager, NRLM and Entrepreneur Mr. Sidhant Arora participated as a
discussant in this session. Mohan Negi argued that honey is a premium product if it is harvested and
processed well. He further argued that marketing, packaging and branding is required to sell honey of the
region in the premium market.

Mr. Arora stated that entrepreneurs change with time. Carbon sequestration is a global demand, but it
can provide opportunities for micro entrepreneurs to benefit from it by restoring his or her own agriculture
land and forest. More information and systemic support is needed to facilitate entrepreneurs to take up
twenty first century businesses.

4.9 Accessibility of technology and techniques to entrepreneurs

Entrepreneurs participating in the workshop were divided in five sub-groups based on their enterprise
and enterprising interests namely millet processing, dairy, mushroom cultivation, poultry and organic
farming. These groups were further asked to discuss in groups, share their experiences, technology,
science and techniques to enrich understanding of each one of them. They were further asked to discuss
technological advancement and techniques required for the growth of their enterprises.

The group on millet processing summarized their discussion and informed the larger group that
technologies for milling of local millets such as Jhangora, Kauni and Koda are not well developed. It
takes a lot of time and energy to mill these millets. The over consumption of milling of these millets
increases the input cost leading to low profit.

Source: Image
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The group on dairy informed that most people have one or two cows and produce very limited milk.
However, most people are unaware about cow rearing, selection of fodder, selection of cow species and
feeding technigues. Group highlighted the requirement of better draining to make dairy a high profit
business.

Mushroom cultivation was smaller, as very few of them were involved in mushroom cultivation. These
participants informed that the local demand for Mushrooms is very high; however, they don't have
enough space and resources to cultivate Mushrooms in large quantities.

The poultry group informed the larger group that it can be a very profitable business if we can reduce the
input cost by having a local hatchery. Currently, poultry farmers are dependent on hatchery located in
Saharanpur and Punjab. The transportation all the way to Chamoli increases the input cost.

The final group on organic farming stated that, despite having a certificate of organic production, they
don’t have access to a suitable market, where it can be sold at premium prices. This group demanded
the need for a market mechanism for locally produced certified organic products.

Source: Image

Source: Image §
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4.10 Major takeaways and recommendations

Policy and Programs: Resource persons and participants of the workshop highlighted issues related to
shortage of infrastructural and institutional mechanism in mountain district of Uttarakhand to develop
enterprising mindset and enterprising culture. Moreover, they also stress on effective implementation of
schemes and programs of the government to promote entrepreneurship in the region.

Promotion of New and Innovative entrepreneurship: New and innovative enterprising sectors may be
promoted in mountain districts such as clean energy, green credit and information technology.

Market Preference: Social and ecological entrepreneurs in mountain districts with limited resources can
grow by tapping the high end and premium market, for example, high end tourist and premium organic
consumers.

Appropriate Technology: More regionally appropriate technological advancement is required to
process and value addition of local resources such as millets, sweet orange, lantana, grains and fruits.

Reduction of dependency on out of state inputs: Reducing dependency for fodder, feed and hatchery
increases input cost of enterprises related to dairy, fisheries and poultry. Local hatchery and fodder
production units can be developed to boost micro enterprises in the region.

Trainings Requirement: There is huge demand for training especially in the dairy sector. Micro
entrepreneurs participating in our workshop feel that in the absence of proper training their dairy
business is less profitable.

Incentive of Eco-Friendly Businesses: Special incentives may be provided to conservation-linked
entrepreneurs in mountain districts of Uttarakhand as they are solving social and economic problems at
the local level and ecological problems at the global level.
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India’s Place in the World

5) India’s Foreign Policy since 2014: Continuity and
Change

Sneha Mahapatra, RGICS

“For over 30 years, India's foreign policy evolved under a relatively stable constellation of
circumstances... It provided a framework of reference which did not change too much from one year to
the next. It provided a set of fairly unvarying certainties against which India could test the usefulness or
otherwise of any policy option at a given point of time.”

Source: https://d376x96w2eszI1.cloudfront.net/research1696751284.jpg

5.1 Introduction: why was 2014 a watershed?

Though domestic factors have had a significant influence on the trajectory of Indian foreign policy, the
continuities of non-alignment had prevailed for the first three decades through changes in leadership
and electoral vicissitudes. Since gaining independence, India has seen three distinctive electoral
phases, as identified by political scientist Yogendra Yadav.

“Initially, from 1952, the Congress party dominated, while opposition remained fractured. However, in
1967, Congress faced significant state-level defeats, signaling the decline of its supremacy. The second
phase, lasting from 1967 to 1989, witnessed Congress holding power in Delhi mostly but encountering
challenges from regional, often caste-oriented parties in the states. Then, from 1989, a coalition-based
political landscape emerged, marking the onset of the third electoral system. This system, spanning over
25 years, introduced key shifts: heightened national-level competition, tighter margins in parliamentary
contests, increased influence of regional parties, stagnant national voter turnout, and a more
decentralized electoral scenario. The 2014 election results, however, compel a reassessment of these
principles.” 2
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In 2014, Mr Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emerged victorious. The BJP managed
to win 282 of 543 seats in India’s lower house of parliament (the Lok Sabha), the first time a single party
won a majority in three decades. The Congress tally, meanwhile, sunk to just 44 seats—down from 206
in 2009. In 2019, the BJP increased its seats in the Lok Sabha to 303, enabling it to bring major
legislative changes. The BJP government led by Mr Modi has signalled a move away from even the
rhetoric of non-alignment, with significant implications for the future of Indian foreign policy.

Mr Modi's overarching vision has been to present an India to the world that is “uninhibited”, secure,
developed and prosperous. In this context, Mr Modi's foreign policy encompasses elements of: pride of
place to relations with neighbors, leveraging the capacities of all countries, particularly major players, for
promoting India's development, hedging against a rising China, safeguarding India's national interests,
and harnessing the Indian diaspora for furthering the country's interests.

Shifting its gaze inwards, India's foreign policy under Mr. Modi sees its immediate surroundings as fertile
ground for mutual growth. Recognizing that its own progress inextricably intertwines with a harmonious
neighborhood, India has placed its South Asian neighbors at the forefront of its diplomatic efforts. This
commitment, personified by the presence of SAARC leaders at Prime Minister Modi's inauguration,
reflects a new chapter in India's regional engagement.” 4

By exploring how India has operationalized the policy, this article maintains that to some extent continuity
will persist: India will likely continue its rhetoric of strategic autonomy while moving closer to the West
and its allies in practice. Yet in order to effectively balance China's growing influence, India will need to
be more assertive in building these alliances, as the success of its pursuit of strategic autonomy rests on
the strength of its strategic partnerships.

5.1.1 From Non-Alignment to Multi-Alignment: Redefining India's Foreign Policy

Independent India was born in very difficult circumstances. Freedom came with the partition of the
country. It was in this situation that independent India started on its journey to achieve several objectives
while grappling with a myriad of challenges, both internal and external. Internally, the country pursued
economic development through a series of Five-Year Plans, with a focus on industrialization,
infrastructure, and agrarian reforms. The Green Revolution in the 1960s and 1970s marked a significant
stride toward achieving food security.

Externally, India faced geopolitical challenges, including the Sino-Indian War in 1962, resulting in
territorial losses to China. Additionally, the complex relationship with Pakistan led to multiple conflicts,
notably the wars in 1947-48, 1965, and 1971.

This post-independence era witnessed the nation's multifaceted journey toward economic growth, food
security, and diplomatic balancing in a dynamic global landscape including adopting non alignment as a
pragmatic foreign policy.

|
Pran Chopra (1991) Foreign Policy in a Changing World, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 26, No. 14 (Apr. 6, 1991)
2 https://carnegieendowment.org/20 [ 4/06/ | 0/new-era-in-indian-politics-pub-55883

3
India's 'non-alignment’ conundrum: a twentieth-century policy in a changing world

4
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With the onset of the Cold War, Indian political figures were compelled to respond to the United States of
America’s Policy of Containment (or the Truman Doctrine) under which the US would provide political,
military, and economic aid to democratic countries under the threat of communist influences in order to
prevent the expansion of communism.>

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru responded to the Cold War rivalry by forging India's foreign policy on
the principles of Panchsheel, prioritizing mutual respect and peaceful coexistence. He actively engaged
with the United Nations, advocating for decolonization and disarmament. On the world stage, Nehru
played a pivotal role in establishing the Non-Aligned Movement, offering a path for nations to navigate
the Cold War without aligning with any major power bloc.

However, the Sino-Indian War in 1962 highlighted the need for strategic alliances and military
modernization, leading to closer ties with the Soviet Union. Through these policies and engagements,
Nehru laid the foundation for India's emergence as a major player in international affairs, committed to
global peace and cooperation.

In the Cold War's shadow, India faced security threats from neighbors and rising communist powers. To
protect its borders, Indian leaders made practical alliances with regional countries and led the Non-
Aligned Movement. This cautious balancing act secured India's territory and carved a unique role for it on
the world stage.6

From the 1960s to the 1990s, India's foreign policy navigated a complex web of wars, alliances, and
internal shifts. The 1965 war with Pakistan over Kashmir highlighted the enduring tensions, while the
Tashkent Declaration sought to mend ties. The USSR became a key ally, providing military and
economic support, even as the US offered food aid through PL 480.

Source: Image
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While India faced the shadow of China's nuclear arsenal, pursuing its own weapons was neither feasible
nor desirable. Instead, India chose avenues for diplomacy and restraint. Nehru's 1954 "standstill
agreement" echoed the Soviet proposal for a regional "no first use" pact. It was a step towards broader
Asian nuclear disarmament.

The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), born from decades of Cold War limitations, stood as a
powerful tool — though not yet ratified — that India could champion, aligning with the US suggestion to
address China's nuclear concerns within regional agreements.

By actively promoting CTBT ratification and advocating for transparency measures, India built trust and
reduced tensions, paving the way for lasting peace efforts as envisioned by engaging in multilateral
dialogues and prioritizing non-proliferation further strengthen this approach. This further demonstrated
India's commitment to a nuclear-free future without escalating the regional arms race. Rooted in
diplomacy and historical precedents, this path offered a sustainable and secure future for India in the
face of China's nuclear shadow.’

Indira Gandhi's era saw significant developments. The 1971 war and creation of Bangladesh cemented
India's regional power status. The Indo-Soviet treaty solidified their close relationship, while India's 1974
nuclear test sparked international concern. Gandhi also played a role in establishing SAARC, promoting
regional cooperation, though she did not live to attend the first summit at Dhaka in 1985; that role was
performed by her son, Rajiv.

Rajiv Gandhi's era maintained the Soviet partnership while getting involved in the Sri Lankan civil war. He
kickstarted economic liberalization, a precursor to the "LPG reforms" in the 1990s.

Source: Image
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Narasimha Rao's tenure saw a shift toward economic liberalization and closer ties with the West,
focusing on trade and foreign investment. His "Look East" policy, launched in 1991, aimed to strengthen
political, economic, and security cooperation with Southeast Asian countries. Rao’s “Look East” Policy
was taken forward by PM | K Guijral (April 1997 - March 1998). Although Gujral was PM for less than a
year, he is the only Prime Minister with a foreign policy approach identified with his name — the Gujral
Doctrine, which guided relations with South Asian neighbours. The Gujral Doctrine consisted of five basic
principles, as outlined in his Chatham House speech in London in September 1996:

“First, with the neighbours like Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives and Sri Lanka, India does not ask
for reciprocity but gives all that it can in good faith and trust. Secondly, no South Asian country will allow
its territory to be used against the interest of another country of the region. Thirdly, none will interfere in
the internal affairs of another. Fourthly, all South Asian countries must respect each other’s territorial
integrity and sovereignty. And finally, they will settle all their disputes through peaceful bilateral
negotiations.”

Later, he explained in his autobiography: "The logic behind the Gujral Doctrine was that since we had to
face two hostile neighbours, we had to be at 'total peace' with all other neighbours in order to contain
Pakistan's and China's influence in the region."

It is good to remember, before becoming PM, Gujral had served as Foreign Minister for two terms. So, in
June 1997, BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand - Economic Cooperation) was formed
which six months later was expanded to BIMST-EC to include Myanmar. With Nepal and Bhutan joining
as full members in 2004, the organization was rechristened BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative on Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation). Beginning with 14 priority sectors of cooperation, the
number was reduced to a manageable seven during the Colombo summit of March 2022.

Prime Minister Modi’'s priority of strengthening relationships with neighboring nations, recognizing the
pivotal role of peace in South Asia for India's developmental agenda, is actually a continuation of India’s
foreign policy in the neighbourhood. His proposal to introduce paradiplomacy suggests granting states
and cities the autonomy to foster unique connections with other countries, signaling a shift in India's
global engagement strategy.

However, most states lack the necessary structural framework to effectively manage engagements,
exhibiting either unwillingness or incapability to engage in meaningful dialogues with consular staff from
foreign nations keen on fostering investments. Therefore, it is crucial for the individual states in India to
establish a comprehensive knowledge base tailored to the pertinent states or provinces of the countries
they aim to establish para-diplomatic relations with.?

The "Act East" policy prioritizes Southeast Asia, forging strong economic and security ties with nations
like Vietham and Japan. Closer to home, the "Neighbourhood First" approach rekindles relationships with
South Asian neighbors, aiming for regional stability and mutual benefit. In the Indian Ocean, Mr Modi
counters China's growing influence through maritime partnerships with Rim countries, while Project
Mausam fosters cultural and trade linkages across the region.

8
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Even the distant Pacific Islands witness India's growing presence through the Forum for India-Pacific
Islands Cooperation. Ultimately, Mr Modi's foreign policy seeks to position India as a regional and global
leader, securing its strategic interests, fostering economic prosperity, and strengthening cultural ties
across the globe.

5.1.2 Trade and Technology

India's foreign policy is experiencing a paradigm shift, with technology evolving from a mere economic
driver to a potent diplomatic instrument. Its strategic partnerships with tech giants like the US and EU,
exemplified by initiatives like the U.S.-India iCET focusing on Al and 5G/6G collaboration, and the EU-
India Trade and Technology Council (TTC) tackling trade-tech challenges, paint a vivid picture of this
transformation.

However, India's ambitions transcend mere self-gain. Its active role in the Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence (GPAI) and the International Research Center on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI) underscores
its commitment to ethical and inclusive Al development. Furthermore, India champions digital public
infrastructure (DPI) as a key accelerator for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).
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At present, trade relations are at a point of transition as technology and foreign policy increasingly
intersect. Pervasive technological forces have brought radical social change, forced governments to
innovate, and prompted new approaches for how governments and citizens interact. Catchphrases are
emerging each day to describe this trend, like- ‘tech diplomacy or techplomacy’, ‘cyber diplomacy’, and
‘digital diplomacy.’1°
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The G20 Digital Economic Ministerial Meeting under India's presidency, which witnessed the ground-
breaking consensus on DPI as an SDG enabler, stands as a testament to this leadership. This outward
focus is also evident in India's domestic endeavours. The establishment of specialized tech divisions
within the Ministry of External Affairs, like the New Emerging and Strategic Technologies Division (NEST
Division), demonstrates a proactive approach to navigating the complexities of emerging technologies.

This internal expertise fuels India’'s active participation in shaping global tech governance, as seen in its
contributions to the development of standards and regulations for areas like Al and cyber security.
However, India's tech diplomacy faces challenges. Data privacy concerns linger in the wake of initiatives
like Aadhaar, while concerns about digital divides within India itself highlight the need for balanced
growth.!t

In a speech to the nation on 12 May 2020, Prime Minister Modi announced his new concept of economic
self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat). Its historic roots lie in the Swadeshi movement, which advocated the
preferential use of domestically produced goods and whose ideas are also reflected in the writings of the
RSS. Albeit under different political conditions, India had already pursued a course of import substitution
starting in the 1950s. At that time, the country was oriented towards socialist economic models and relied
on a large state sector. Ultimately, by the time it ended in 1991, this policy only spurred an average
growth of about 3.5 per cent.

it is important to acknowledge here that despite actively pursuing trade agreements for export growth,
India hasn't enjoyed unequivocal success. Currently, India has 14 Regional Trade Agreements (RTAS) in
force with a dozen more under negotiation; findings from NITI Aayog’s report on India’s performance in
FTAs highlighted that total exports to FTA countries have not outperformed total exports to rest of the
world.

More specifically, FTAs with ASEAN, South Korea and Japan in the past have all instigated the trade
deficit to increase significantly. For the fiscal year 2019, India registered a trade deficit with 11 Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) member countries, signifying that trade pacts are not only
about gaining access to markets in other countries but also giving market access to the trade partners.
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Studies reveal that overall exports haven't significantly outperformed non-agreement nations, often
trailing behind surging imports, widening the trade deficit. Agreements with ASEAN, South Korea, and
Japan stand out for historically exacerbating this imbalance, raising concerns about the RCEP's potential
impact. Past difficulties in negotiating balanced deals further fueled apprehensions about RCEP, leading
Indian policymakers to tread cautiously, wary of worsening the deficit. 12

Mr Modi’'s current concept, on the other hand, aims at privatising often unprofitable state-owned
enterprises, commercialising agriculture and building up national business champions, for example, in
the technology sector.

Prominent critics, such as Mr Modi’'s former economic advisor Arvind Subramanian, object to this path,
noting that no developing country after the Second World War has been able to achieve growth of more
than 6 percent through domestic demand alone:The policy of self-reliance is in line with the “Make in
India” programme that was introduced in 2014, which aims to increase exports and reduce imports.14

Source: Image

5.2 Elements of Change and Continuity
5.2.1 India US relations — ups and downs

India's relationship with the United States has been marked by periods of both tension and cooperation.
During the Cold War, India's non-alignment policy created distance, while the US saw it as too close to
the Soviet Union. However, the 1970s nuclear test led to US sanctions, creating further strain.

India and the United States shared certain key interests and perceived them alike. While some American
observers, through misunderstanding, miscast India as an enemy ally, the general US view
acknowledged India's non-alignment. Moreover, India, unigue among developing nations, embraced
democracy, further solidifying its alignment with Western values.
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The relationship began to thaw in the early 2000s, culminating in the landmark civil nuclear agreement,
paving the way for closer ties and India's inclusion in the international non-proliferation regime'>Since the
1990s, economic ties have flourished, making the US one of India's major trading partners and a
significant source of investment.16

The aftermath of the September 11 attacks further strengthened cooperation on counterterrorism, with
joint military exercises and intelligence sharing agreements solidifying the partnershipl.7ln recent years,
the two nations have actively pursued a "strategic partnership,” focusing on defense and security
cooperation, with the Indo-Pacific region being a key area of collaboration.

From India's perspective, the US relationship held strong appeal due to their extensive and fruitful
people-to-people ties, exceeding those with any other industrialized nation. Trade relations also proved
beneficial, occasionally surpassing those with the Soviet Union. Notably, India relied heavily on the US
for high-tech imports, receiving critical food aid during times of hardship.

Further bolstering the relationship were US-facilitated development loans and investments, crucial for
securing foreign exchange despite their relative insignificance compared to India's total development
expenditure. Finally, the US served as a valuable counterweight to countervailing forces in the region,
adding weight to the multifaceted benefits of a strong India-US relationship18

In 2005, a transformative "global partnership” bloomed between India and the US. Leaders Singh and
Bush pledged to strengthen ties across diverse sectors. The economic engine revved up with a CEO
forum and a focus on infrastructure, trade, and knowledge sharing in agriculture.

Energy security, cleaner technologies, and sustainable development received a boost. A global initiative
tackled democracy-building and HIV/AIDS, while a new defense framework and disaster relief measures
bolstered security.

> https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/20/russia-and-india-new-chapter-pub-87958
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The US embraced India's burgeoning civilian nuclear program, paving the way for future cooperation with
safeguards and controls in place. This landmark agreement ushered in a new era of comprehensive US-
India partnership, promising a future of shared prosperity and progressi9

Prime Minister Modi's US visit in June 2023 yielded a number of agreements across trade, security, and
foreign policy. Trade received a major boost with US investments in India's chip manufacturing and
deeper maritime cooperation through the Indo Pacific Oceans Initiative. On the security front, defence
deals for drones and jet engines solidified the US as a key partner, while the launch of 'INDUS-X'
fostered closer defence industry collaboration.

Space exploration cooperation reached new heights with India joining the Artemis Accords and agreeing
to a joint human spaceflight mission. Even visa procedures eased with a pilot program for domestic H1B
renewal. Despite looming concerns about democratic backsliding in India, Mr Modi's visit marked a
significant stride in the progression of the US-India relationship. 20
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While several significant achievements in the Indo-US relationship in 2023, there were two incidents in
the last quarter that revealed a lack of complete trust in this partnership.

The Biden administration filed a chargesheet in a New York court naming an Indian official in a plot to Kill
a US national and a separatist Sikh leader on American soil.

The very fact that the U.S. went ahead with the chargesheet on an alleged plot and at the same time has
not taken any action against those responsible for the attack on the Indian consulate in San Francisco
and openly issuing threats to top Indian diplomats in the US appears to be a clear reflection that a lot is
required to be done when it comes to the “trust” and “confidence” between the two largest democracies
of the world.

19
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The year saw remarkable collaborations, such as the launch of the Critical and Emerging Technology
(iCET) initiative and efforts to boost bilateral trade and investment. President Biden's support for crucial
deals and eased regulations highlighted a commitment to strengthening ties.

Symbolic events like Mr Modi's rare State Visit and Biden's participation at the G-20 Summit reinforced
this bond, demonstrating joint success amid global challenges. Despite these strides, incidents toward
the year's end indicated that full trust in this partnership is yet to be achieved.

Confederation of Indian Industry

Roundtable on Advancing India-US
Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET)

3 June 2023 New De
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First, was open American support to the allegations made by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
about a "possible" link between India's government and the killing of a pro-Khalistan separatist in
Vancouver.

In less than 100 days, the Department of Justice filed a damaging indictment in a federal court in New
York saying that it had unearthed a plot to kill a US national on American soil. Though the separatist Sikh
leader was not named, media reports identified him as Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, the leader of the Sikhs
for Justice, an organisation banned in India.

India has denied the Canadian allegations and has repeatedly said that Ottawa has not shared evidence
on the case. On the US indictment, India has instituted a high-level commission to probe the allegations.

New Delhi is also not happy with the inability of the US to take action against those responsible for the
attack on the Indian consulate in San Francisco and openly letting separatist Sikhs organise and
propagate anti-India and Khalistani movements in the country. As such, what could have been easily a
historic year in the India-US relationship, at best can be described as three steps forward and one step
backward.?!
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5.2.2 India-China relations - tensions persist

India’s relationship with China boasts of ancient cultural and economic ties, facilitated by the Silk Road.
However, the 19th century saw British exploitation of opium trade between India and China, leaving a
lasting mark on their relations. Both nations fought alongside each other during World War II, but the
Cold War era saw India recognize the communist People's Republic of China, while maintaining a non-
aligned stance. China's close ties with the Soviet Union during this period created further complexities.
The 1960s witnessed border conflicts, including the 1962 war, which remain a source of tension.

Although being India's largest trading partner between 2008 and 2021, economic nationalism and
ongoing border disputes continue to pose challenges. Despite 18 one-on-one meetings between Prime
Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping, China's support for Pakistan and the border disputes further
complicate the relationship. Conversely, India’'s increasing naval presence in the South China Sea and its
hosting of Tibetan exiles raise concerns for China. The South Asian region has become a battleground
for influence between the two Asian giants, with their rivalry shaping the region's future 22
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Prime Minister Modi's emphasis on self-reliance represents a stark shift from historical policies, aiming to
privatize unprofitable state-owned entities, boost agriculture, and foster national business champions,

notably in technology 23

India's withdrawal from global trade partnerships, heightened tariff impositions, and increased restrictions
on Chinese companies during border conflicts exemplify a protective stance aimed at safeguarding its
economic interests. However, these actions underscore significant gaps in understanding global
dynamics and emphasize the necessity for a more balanced approach in navigating international
relations.

22
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While Mr Modi denounced growing global protectionism at the World Economic Forum in 2018, his
government began raising tariffs against itself. In autumn 2019, New Delhi withdrew from the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) at the last minute on the grounds that its participation in
the free trade project would further widen its chronic trade deficit with China.

Indeed, during its border conflict with China in summer 2020, India’s government tightened its restrictions
against Chinese companies .24

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was spearheaded by China as a
comprehensive free trade agreement negotiated between the 10 ASEAN Member States and ASEAN's
free trade agreement (FTA) partners viz. Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea and New Zealand.

India's withdrew at the last moment in November 2019 from the negotiations of the RCEP — arguably the
world's largest trade bloc - because it had massive trade deficits with at least eleven of the fifteen RCEP
countries, which had almost doubled after Mr Modi came to power.

It was stated that India wants voluntary economic initiatives like the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework,
as opposed to restrictive trade deals like the RCEP, as that resonates with India's self-reliance
aspirations.

Yet the trade imbalance with China and the ASEAN countries continues to grow. While bilateral trade
deficit remains significant in 2023, India imposed new export controls targeting China, only to be toned
down quickly due to tech dependency. This shows that India cannot define strategic ambitions far in
excess of its technological and economic clout.

5.3 Departure from Earlier Policy Stances — Three Examples

Departing from the mantle of Nehruvian non-alignment, Mr Modi has spearheaded the forging of strategic
partnerships and actively engaging with key regions across the globe.

However, foreign policy experts have argued that India's once-dominant position in Asia is crumbling
under the weight of Mr Modi's foreign policy failures.

Island nations like Maldives feel empowered to snub their larger neighbour, while Nepal and Sri Lanka
openly embrace China. This stark reversal from India's preeminent position, where its voice was sought
on regional matters, stands as a testament to a foreign policy lacking clear objectives beyond promoting
Mr Modi's own image.

The absence of a coherent strategy has left India's influence eroding rapidly, raising questions about its
ability to navigate the complex geopolitical landscape of the region.2>
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5.3.1 India’'s changing role in global south dynamics amidst China's Ascendancy

India's diminishing participation in summits like the Non-Aligned Movement and G-77, coupled with the
reduced engagement in South-South cooperation over the past decade, underscores a departure from its
prior active role in Global South activism. This shift, combined with economic challenges and a stance
that often falls short of matching China's assertiveness in global forums, contributes to India's declining
significance within the Global South.

While historically India and China have employed distinct strategies when engaging with the Global
South, India had opted for established platforms like the G-20, Non-Aligned Movement, UN climate
change conferences, G-77, and the UN General Assembly to advocate for the Global South's positions.
For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, India, alongside South Africa, approached the WTO to
suspend intellectual property rights on vaccines, aiming to enhance access for low - and middle - income
nations. In contrast, China creates alternative, China-led forums such as the Belt and Road Forum,
Global Development Initiative, and others.

Chinese rhetoric often carries an implicit anti-Western and anti-American tone, rejecting hegemony and
the US-led international order, diverging from India's more moderate stance. However, India faces
challenges, primarily in China's rhetoric and economic influence attracting more support from the Global
South than India's softer critique of the international order.

China's assertiveness, coupled with its economic offerings, outweigh India's limited resources for similar
economic outreach. China's official stance, criticizing global institutions and advocating for a more
equitable globalization while emphasizing sovereignty (even amidst territorial disputes), resonates with
many in the Global South disillusioned by perceived Western double standards. In contrast, India's
approach often falls short in matching China's bold positions, lacking the impact of pointed rhetoric during
emotionally charged global events.

India also grapples with its reduced engagement with the Global South over the past decade. A
heightened focus on relations with the U.S. and the West led to a decline in South-South cooperation,
marking a departure from India's previous active role in Global South activism. This shift is evident in
India’'s diminishing participation in summits like the Non-Aligned Movement and G-77. India's aspiration
transcends its current Global South identity, aiming for inclusion among powerful states managing global
governance. However, China's intensified drive for influence and leadership in the Global South has
prompted India to reassess its rhetoric, diplomacy, and policies.?®
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5.3.2 The 12U2 Grouping: A change in India’s strategic stance in the Middle East

From the shores of the Arabian Sea to the plains of North Gujarat, a novel quartet is drawing curious
glances. The 12U2 grouping, comprising India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and the United
States, presents a unique platform for cooperation in fields ranging from agriculture to renewable energy.
But beyond the immediate projects lies a deeper significance for India's foreign policy and its global
aspirations.

First, 12U2 offers a tangible manifestation of India's burgeoning economic ties with the UAE. The initial $2
billion investment and tech assistance for Indian agriculture, targeted at states like Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh, stand as a model for future capital flows. Coupled with Israeli and American expertise, this
unlocks new possibilities for development and innovation.

Moreover, 12U2 acts as a catalyst for the ongoing normalization of relations between Israel and the UAE,
a process India has historically supported. With closer ties between Jerusalem and Abu Dhabi, India's
own strategic partnership with both nations finds further reinforcement. Notably, Prime Minister Modi has
shed the hesitance of past generations, openly embracing Israel's crucial role as a supplier of military
technology. While the balancing act in West Asia, particularly with regards to Iran, remains a delicate
dance, 12U2 provides a valuable diplomatic tool to navigate the region's complex waters.

Source: https://vajiram-prod.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/I2_U2_ 245 71c1d0ffd2.jpg

Perhaps the most significant aspect of 12U2 lies in its unique framework for engagement with the United
States. Unlike formal alliances or junior partnerships, 12U2 presents a stage for cooperation based on
mutual respect and India’s "strategically autonomous" stance.

The 12U2 is not merely a collection of projects, as it embodies a strategic convergence that aligns with
India's foreign policy priorities: fostering economic growth, deepening regional partnerships, and carving
out its own space on the global stage. While challenges remain, 12U2 offers a promising avenue for India
to solidify its position in the Middle East.
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5.3.2 India's Rice Export Ban: Its Impact on Global South Relations and Food Security"

As of July 2023, India’s decision to ban the export of specific rice has garnered much criticism as it
significantly impacts nations in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Caribbean, India's export restrictions
exacerbate existing challenges. The vulnerability of these nations to food inflation and supply disruptions
intensifies due to reduced access to Indian rice varieties, potentially heightening food insecurity and
escalating prices for millions reliant on these imports.

This restriction on rice exports raises doubts about India's commitment to global food security and its
prioritization of domestic needs over international obligations. The interconnectedness of the world's food
systems is highlighted as the ban's ripple effects prompt shifts in trade alliances and dependency
patterns, potentially leading to a reassessment of India's role as a reliable rice exporter in the Global
South.?’
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5.4 Shifts in style and substance

5.4.1 Staking a claim to leadership of the Global South
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Speaking at Hudson Institute, a think tank in Washington DC on the topic of ‘India’s Role in a New Pacific
Order,” Jaishankar said India aims to reorder the world not with a 'pull down the pillars' approach, but with
a reformist mindset where India would add a non-Western layer to the existing world architecture.28

In discussing “re-globalization”, he highlighted the evolving nature of the current model over the past 25
years, pointing out that India's presence and activities have notably increased in the east, extending into
the Pacific and beyond. He noted that India's heightened contribution to shaping a Pacific order reflects
an ongoing process of rebalancing. "This rebalancing is driven centrally by the United States' altered
capabilities, positioning, and attitudes," he clarified. "It is also a complex process influenced crucially by
the rise of China and its far-reaching implications.”

Jaishankar delved deeper into the simmering discontent within several countries regarding the global
economic structure. He highlighted a pervasive sentiment of resentment brewing over the last couple of
decades, exacerbated by events such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the Ukraine conflict, leading to
surges in energy and food prices.

Countries increasingly felt exploited as mere resources fuelling the economy of other nations, although
he was careful not to lay the blame solely on the West. He was emphatic that his stance wasn't in
support of the West, shedding light on the complexities of today's globalization, emphasizing how
manufacturing concentration, often bolstered by subsidies, detrimentally affects diverse economies.
India, however, stands out in manufacturing, agriculture, scientific achievements like the Chandrayaan-3
mission, and successful vaccination drives.

28
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These accomplishments have fostered a strong sense of identification among the Global South, including
the African Union, as India embodies the potential for growth and progress. Moreover, Jaishankar
discussed India's impactful stewardship during its presidency of the G-20 Summit. He highlighted
achievements such as steering influential nations toward a trajectory of growth and development and
directing attention toward initiatives focused on the Global South. Jaishankar voiced apprehensions
about Canada's political sheltering of the Khalistan group, highlighting the potential threats posed by
such allowances on the global stage.29

A recent instance highlighting this disparity emerged during the election for a Vice President's position on
UNESCO's Executive Board held on November 24. Surprisingly, Pakistan secured a significant victory
with 38 votes to India's 18, despite its internal turmoil with a caretaker government and a struggling
economy, not to mention its continued association with extremist ideologies and terrorism. India's loss by
such a wide margin was unexpected given Pakistan's current state.

“. the Ministry of External Affairs which is responsible for all aspects of India’s external engagements,
should have read the tea leaves of this election better. This is .. because it opens up questions... on
India’s efforts’ efficacy with countries of the Global South.”3°

Moreover, this setback isn't an isolated incident. India faced challenges in key diplomatic matters, such
as the unsuccessful extradition of Devy, a Danish national involved in an arms case, and apparent lapses
in effectively handling the case of Italian marines, raising concerns about the tracking of the legal
proceedings, both in Rome and domestically®! There was a recent incident where eight former Indian
Navy personnel working in Qatar ere charged ith spying and sentenced to death. It took adroit diplomacy
and a meeting by the Prime Minister with the Emir of Qatar to get this death sentence commuted32

India’s expanded presence and engagements towards the east, along with its emphasis on
"neighbourhood first" policy has been marred by domestic policies and a perceived "muscularity” that
alienates neighbours. The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) angered Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh, while the abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir strained relations with Pakistan and border
roads construction strained relations with Nepal. Similarly, the Akhand Bharat terminology and domestic
policies have met with pushback from Maldives and Sri Lanka, indicating a disconnect between the
government's regional aspirations and its execution.
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5.4.2 Foreign policy recalibration and shift in strategic focus

India’'s foreign policy in the 21st century navigates a delicate dance between continuity and change,
evident in both style and substance. While the core principles of strategic independence and moral
leadership remain constant, the way India engages with the world is undergoing a dynamic
transformation.

On the one hand, India is shedding its "rule-taker" image, actively shaping the global agenda through
platforms like the G20 Summit and COP26. The "Integrated Framework” sheds light on the intricate
balancing act behind India's negotiating positions, ensuring national interests are protected while
maximizing international leverage. Case studies like the TRIPS Agreement reveal both victories and
challenges in navigating complex trade negotiations.

Beyond trade, India's voice is resonating on critical issues like climate change. From pioneering the
"Panchamrit” action plan to advocating for "Common but Differentiated Responsibilities," India is moving
from highlighting "lifestyle emissions" to leading the charge for a sustainable future. This assertive yet
principled approach, exemplified by its stance on the Ukraine-Russia conflict, showcases India's strategic
agility and commitment to moral leadership.

In essence, India's foreign policy metamorphosis transcends mere style. It's a substantive shift from
cautious defence to proactive shaping, from rule-follower to rule-shaper. This "sui generis" approach
holds immense potential for India to not only secure its own interests but also contribute meaningfully to
a more equitable and sustainable world order.

The future beckons, and India, with its evolving style and unwavering substance, is poised to claim its
rightful place as a leading force on the global stage. India, once a regional hegemon and a champion of
non-alignment, finds its foreign policy in flux. Under the Modi government, the country has joined
numerous new formations, yet struggles to revive the once-vibrant South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

Source: Image
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BIMSTEC and BBIN, while promising, fall short of encompassing the entire region. Even the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM), a cornerstone of India's Cold War identity, has seen its engagement wane, with the
Modi government's outreach efforts targeting similar countries through alternative channels 33

This strategic shift from non-alignment to a nebulous "multi-alignment” leaves India's position in an
increasingly polarized world unclear. The government walks a precarious tightrope, navigating the pitfalls
of a "please-all" approach that risks pleasing none in the long run. This ambiguity extends to its foreign
policy principles, oscillating between pragmatism, realpolitik, and transactionalism without a clear,
guiding framework.

China's rise poses a significant challenge, not just bilaterally but across the subcontinent. Every Indian
neighbour, except Bhutan, is now part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), attracting unprecedented
levels of Chinese investment and trade. Even Bhutan, long considered a close Indian ally, has engaged
with Beijing in unprecedented ways to resolve their border dispute. This stands in stark contrast to India's
own stalled progress with China, with key objectives like NSG membership and UNSC reform remaining
elusive.34

Mr Modi’s personalized summit-level diplomacy, once touted as a key strength, has also faced
limitations. The failure to anticipate and prevent the 2020 LAC incursions, despite numerous high-level
engagements, raises questions about its effectiveness in managing complex geopolitical situations.

While the government's efforts to repatriate Indians stranded abroad are commendable, the case of
Kulbhushan Jadhav in Pakistan highlights the limitations of diplomacy without cooperation. International
judgments hold little sway without it, as evidenced by the lack of progress in Jadhav's case and similar
situations involving Indian nationals in Qatar, Pakistan, and elsewhere.

Persona driven foreign policy

In September 2014, Mr Modi visited the US and addressed the Indian diaspora in New York's Madison
Square Garden. He also held talks with Former US President Barack Obama and his "diplomatic
showmanship" made headlines in India as well as in the US.

In the following years, Mr Modi developed a close working relationship with Obama. After Donald Trump
became America's president, India-US ties continued to flourish, with New Delhi and Washington sealing
several trade and defence deals and undertaking joint military exercises.

Over the past few years of his prime ministership, Mr Modi's assertive persona has raised concerns on its
long-term effectiveness and potential pitfalls warrant scrutiny.

Furthermore, Mr Modi has drawn criticism for potentially exacerbating internal divisions. Critics argue that
his focus on Hindu symbols and practices overlooks India's diverse religious and cultural landscape.
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His unconventional initiatives, like the SARC invite or the Gujarat meeting with Xi Jinping, garner media
attention, but their concrete strategic outcomes remain questionable.
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For example, Mr Modi's diplomacy being described as “charming” the European Union, as he visited
Berlin and Paris in 2015 and held talks with German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Former French
President Francois Hollande, has raised questions on “effectiveness of such relations in bringing about
positive growth in security, trade, technology, climate, migration, health (to name a few), or simply his
way to “overtly rely on personal charisma highlighting concerns about the institutional robustness of
Indian diplomacy and his projection of Indian identity.”35

Closer to home turf, while Mr Modi’s visit to Nepal was mildly successful, his meeting with Prime Minister
Sushil Koirala didn't produce the expected agreements—the Power Trading Agreement and the Project
Development Agreement were notably missing outcomes. Though a minor setback, it marked a
disappointment. Similarly, the visit to Japan resulted in a substantial investment commitment of $35
billion.

Despite the close rapport between Mr. Modi and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, often characterized as a
"bromance,” the anticipated signing of the nuclear agreement between the two nations did not
materialize.

Despite spending considerable time together in Kyoto and official meetings in Tokyo, the divergence
between Japan's expectations and India's assurances on nuclear testing remained unbridged.

Despite hopes pinned on this visit, the much-anticipated nuclear deal remained elusive. Additionally,
other expected agreements like upgrading the strategic dialogue format, securing a deal for US-2
amphibian aircraft, and advancing the commercial agreement for exporting rare earth minerals faced
obstacles in the final stages of negotiations.
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Critics, exemplified by a scathing article in the Japan Times titled "Showmanship trumps substance
during Modi visit" by analyst Jeff Kingston, termed the visit as inconclusive showmanship. However,
Indian commentators were more forgiving, acknowledging that many outcomes might unfold over
subsequent months and years.

Some solace was found in Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott's visit, which resulted in a nuclear deal
for Uranium imports. The subsequent challenge arose during Mr. Xi's visit. Despite the initial warmth
displayed during his visit and the symbolic image of both leaders seated together on a swing in
Ahmedabad, Mr. Modi's aspiration for a shift in India-China discourse didn't materialize.

Incidents at the border overshadowed the discourse, and efforts to achieve a stand down of troops failed
despite extensive discussions along the Sabarmati Riverfront and in Delhi's official Hyderabad House.
One of the drawbacks of this summit-focused diplomacy lies in Mr. Modi's extensive international
engagements, stretching himself thin. Additionally, a centralized foreign policy approach often catches
the Ministry of External Affairs off-guard, necessitating rapid responses to implement decisions. This
pace, combined with a shortage of officers in the MEA, results in reduced preparation and limited follow-
up capabilities >

5.5 Conclusion

Mr Modi's leadership persona has taken precedence over principled thought-policy dictating foreign
policy objectives. Today he adeptly maintains an image of tirelessly striving to modernize India and
elevate its global standing, this begs the question of whether India ever be taken “seriously” as Mr Modi’s
rhetoric projects it to be “atmanirbhar” and highlights India as a vishwaguru.

The erosion of India’s influence in South Asia, India’s severe trade deficit with 11 out of the 15 RCEP
countries, and the unresolved border dispute with China, all raise concerns about the country's ability to
navigate the complex geopolitical landscape of the 21st century.

Moving forward, India must prioritize a coherent foreign policy strategy that balances its own interests
with those of its neighbours, adoption of prudent policies, the pursuit of realistically achievable objectives
and a demonstration of continuity of policy, irrespective of changes in the nature of the Administration
and the broader international community. In the presence of such structured, deliberate, stringent and
self-preserving policies, only then can it reclaim its position as a leader of the global south37

As Abhijnan Rej a former Senior Fellow of the Observer Foundation, New Delhi, and Rahul Sagar, a
faculty member of the New York University wrote:

“[In the absence of the cultivation of strength, Mr] Modi’s vigorous and pragmatic outreach to
other countries around the world and his emphasis on civilizational values as a driver of Indian
foreign policy ring hollow, privileging optics over substance.” 38
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